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Saviour, Make Me 


Always Humble 
By Christiana Tsai 


AVIOUR, make me always humble, 
Not for honor, not for fame; 
Saviour, fill me, empty vessel, 
Full of praises to Thy name; 
Never let me hide Thy glory, 
Idle words Thy truth conceal; 
Save me from all pride before Thee, 
Worthy Lamb, I humbly kneel. 





Tune, Nettleton. Commonly used with 
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing.” 


, 
|. “Thoughts for Weary Hours” 


Are any exempt from occasional 
weary hours and discouraging thoughts? 
If so, they will not find much of inter- 
est in this littie series of editorial notes. 
But for that much larger company of 
Christians who do get tired, and some- 
times wonder whether their work is 
worth while and whether their earthly 
future holds any brighter prospects, 
there are gems of comfort in a little 
old book called “Thoughts for Weary 
Hours.” It has stiff, moss-green covers, 
with ornate gold lettering; it has no 
author’s name or date, but is obviously 
old and out of print; and was published 


by the Protestant Episcopal Society for 
the Promotion of Evangelical Knowl- 
edge (then at No. 2 Bible House, Fourth 
Avenue, New York). On the flyleaf of 
the copy in hand is the signature, 
“Annie T, Slosson,” sister of H. Clay 
Trumbull, once the illustrious Editor of 
THe Sunpay ScHoot Trues (1875-1903). 
Now one or two readers have objected 
to the Editor’s quoting from old books, 
since they are no longer available; but 
he believes that is one very good rea- 
son for doing so. And it does seem that 
many of the older writers had a depth 
of thought, facility in meditation and 
exposition, and richness of expression 
not often found in modern writing. 
Some readers may remember fthat in 
recent summers in these columns valu- 
able extracts have been given from 
A. T. Pierson (1952), Irenaeus Prime 
(1953), and Philip Henry, father of 
Matthew (1956). These recall the words 
of the Lord Jesus when He said, 
“Therefore every scribe which is in- 
structed unto the kingdom of heaven 
is like unto a man that is an house- 
holder, which bringeth forth out of his 
treasure things new and old” (Matt. 13: 


. §2). There are such good things in the 


& 


little old book just mentioned, from 
which the author has modestly with- 
held his name—doubtless that all the 
glory may be the Lord’s—that the Edi- 
tor wants to share a few of them with 
Times readers. As a beginning, here is 
a short meditation on “The Future.” 
—“When dejectedly looking forward to 
the future, you are apt to think that it 
cannot hold the happiness for which 
you have hoped hitherto; that it must 
necessarily be a wearisome continua- 
tion of the present. Perhaps ‘it may be 
so in its external features (though that 
is not often likely), but we know little 
of the infinite resources of Providence, 
and the expansive faculties of an im- 
mortal spirit, if we think that years can 
pass by without causing a renovation 
of its activity and a’ plentiful growth 
of new interests and new pleasures. 
However dark and profitless, however 
painful and weary existence may have 
become; however any man, like Elijah, 
may be tempted to cast himself beneath 
the juniper tree and say, It is enough, 
now, O Lord! life is not done, and our 
Christian character is not finished, so 
long as God. has anything left for us 
to suffer, or anything left for us to do,” 


. 


Peril in Your Prayers 


By Oliver W. Price, Th.M. 


well where you can get anything 

you want. Prayer is a battlefield 
where the soldier must go fully armed 
to face the master enemy of souls in 
mortal combat. The chief weapon 
Satan uses against the child of God 
who prays is deception. 

Some Christians are unaware of the 
peril that lurks in the quiet place. The 
sinister deceiver does not count this 
ground too holy for his subtle attack. 


Pras is not a magic wishing 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“Yet if any man suffer as a 
Christian, let him not be ashamed; 
but let him glorify God on this 
behalf” (1 Pet. 4:16). 








If he cannot keep us from praying, he 
will so work on our hearts that we 
pray out of the will of God. Then our 
requests will aim wide of the mark. 
Satan’s stronghold will not be hit and, 
worst of all, we may become the vic- 
tims of a sad delusion, 


Just because you pray does not mean 
you have found the will of God. Some 
answers to prayer have brought sor- 
row instead of joy. Consider this, “He 
gave them their request; but sent lean- 
ness into their soul” (Psa, 106:15). 
Then James warns, “Ye ask, and re- 
ceive not, because ye ask amiss, that 
ye may consume it upon your lusts” 
(Jas. 4:3). As this verse points out, 
God is gracious in withholding the an- 
swers to some of our prayers. Balaam, 
that Old Testament prophet who was 
hired to curse Israel, kept begging God 
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to let him go on a mission to gain the 
reward of King Balak. God finally 
gave him permission, but restrained 
him from cursing the nation. Certainly 
God was displeased with Balaam and 
his evil request. 

How shall we avoid this pitfall and 
keep our own selfish will from intrud- 
ing into our prayer life? Here is a 
verse full of instruction on this sub- 
ject, “Delight thyself also in the Lord; 
and he shall give thee the desires of 
thine heart” (Psa. 37:4). Is this a 
blanket promise to give us anything 
our heart asks? No, it is the promise 
that God will put the right desires into 
the heart of the one who delights him- 
self in the Lord. Let your heart be 
filled with longings that are Heaven- 
sent and you will be ready to enter 
- the place of prayer. 

The Lord Jesus taught the relation- 
ship of prayer and the Word. “If ye 
abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it 
shall be done unto you” (John 15:7). 
True prayer can arise only from a heart 
that is fed on the Word. The Word 
should be “at home” in the daily life 
of the prayer warrior. When this is 
so, we should not be surprised if some 
of our requests fade away because they 
are selfish. Other burdens we did not 
feel before will grow. Even a Sunday 
school teacher can be, concerned for 
the growth of his, class while scarcely 
remembering the millions abroad who 
have never heard the name of Christ. 
This is not the proper balance. 

Knowing the Scriptures is not enough. 
We must “abide in him.” That involves 
yielding our will to His, Without sub- 
mission, Bible study becomes a mental 
exercise leading to carnal pride of 
grace. Drink deep enough in the Word 
to know the Author, to love Him, and 
to “let this mind be in you, which was 
also in Christ Jesus’ who “humbled 
himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross” 
(Phil. 2:5, 8b). This takes the swell- 
ing pride out of a heart that is over- 
come with a presumed “deeper knowl- 
edge of the truth.” Rooted in the Word 
and yielded to the will of God in 
prayer, we may find His will for each 
decision we make and win victories on 
far-flung fields of conflict. 

“The steps of a good man are ordered 
by the Lord: and he delighteth in his 
way” (Psa, 37:23). However, a man 
who is sure he knows the will of God 
is faced with a real danger in dealing 
with others. What attitude should the 
servant of the Lord have when he ap- 
plies God’s will to others? He is cer- 
tain of the will of God, but this does 
not warrant a swaggering air of in- 
fallibility that tramples over the rights 
and considerations due someone else. 
Possessed with calm assurance, he 
quietly takes each step as it comes and 
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carefully considers others who are 
rightfully concerned with the business 
at hand. 

True servants of Christ have on occa- 
sion disagreed. This poses a real test 
of spiritual grace and discernment. 
When you pray and believe you have 
taken a stand as the Lord has led you, 
what should you do if another brother 
who is concerned opposes you? You 
may wonder: “How can I give up 
ground which I was commanded to oc- 
cupy? Did the Lord really lead me? 
Has my own stubborn will entered the 
scene unnoticed and simply used the 
pretext of God’s will to cloak itself 
with the robe of authority?” These 
are penetrating questions that search 
the soul engaged in spiritual warfare. 

Abraham offers us an excellent pat- 
tern in answer to our questions. As a 
man of faith living in the land God had 
led him to enter, he found conflict with 
the herdsmen of his nephew Lot. There 
was not room for them both. Who 
should give way? Abraham could have 
justly said: “I am here by divine 
direction. You just came with me. You 
should give me priority, if there is not 
room for us both.” We know, how- 
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ever, that he did the opposite. He 
gave first choice of the land to Lot. 

Did Abraham forfeit his inheritance 
by such generous action? Listen to 
this sweeping promise that reassured 
his heart as he took the poorer pasture 
of the hills: “And the Lord said unto 
Abram, after that Lot was separated 
from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and 
look from the place where thou art 
northward, and southward, and east- 
ward, and westward: for all the land 
which thou seest, to thee will I give it, 
and to thy seed for ever” (Gen. 13:14, 
15). This is the Scriptural principle, 
“in honour preferring one another” 
(Rom, 12:10b). 

In a matter which concerns two or 
more Christians no one has a right to 
claim monopoly on understanding the 
will of God, no matter how spiritual he 
may be. 

The perils that surround our prayer 
life need not frighten us from this all- 
important exercise. Rather, they should 
cause us to see that even Satan him- 
self realizes the value of it. We need 
not fear, because God is able to pro- 
tect the simplest believer Who has a 
true desire to know His will and do it. 


Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


How Illustrations Are Chosen for 
“The Illustration Round Table” 


If you consider the matter of suffi- 
cient importance perhaps you would 
help some of us in our desire to send 
in worth-while material by a brief 
discussion in “Notes on Open Letters” 
of the way in which illustrations are 
chosen for “The Illustration Round 
Table” in your lesson helps. 

Presumably you have hundreds of 
illustrations sent in for each lesson 
by people like myself who are wish- 
ing to assist those who are teaching 
the Word by sharing the best from 
long experience and good, or fairly 
good, knowledge of the writings of 
the saints, living as well as dead. It 
is puzzling to find the same names 
and the same source books recurring 
so often. It takes much precious time 
and thought to seek out what seems 
suitable, evangelical, brief, with some 
freshness about it. What is the spe- 
cial secret of the constant contrib- 
utors and books? Is it a matter, per- 
haps, of copyright sometimes, in 
direct quotations?—An Ontario reader. 
In accord with your request of Au- 

gust 7 we are sending you a copy of 
The Sunday School Times International 
Uniform Lesson List for 1958 and also 
a copy of the Rules for the Illustration 
Round Table. 

As for the recurrence of the names of 
certain contributors and the mention of 
certain source books in “The fllustra- 
tion Round Table,” there is no “special 
“secret” regarding the choosing of the 


material that is used. The illustrations 
that are submitted for each lesson are 
first read without regard to the sender 
or the books mentioned and the best 
possible illustrations, in our opinion, 
for each particular verse as related to 
the particular lesson is chosen. These 
are then narrowed down to one illus- 
tration for a verse. After this choice 
is made, there are frequently ten or 
more illustrations, depending upon the 
number of verses in the lesson, from 
which seven are selected for use in the 
paper. In this selection we endeavor, 
where possible, to avoid choosing more 
than one illustration from a particular 
sender. In some cases even this is not 
possible with the material in hand. 

[It does indeed take precious time and 
thought on the part of the sender to 
seek out what to submit. Certain in- 
dividuals who submit illustrations have 
been following this ministry for many 
years, and it is reasonable that they 
should acquire a facility and accumu- 
late a quantity of illustration material 
that some others do not seem to have. 
Therefore the only “special secret” that 
we know of is the industry and the in- 
sight of the contributor, and his or her 
ability to find illustrations that not only 
fit the particular verse but also empha- 
size the over-all teaching of the lesson 
in question, 

You may have noticed that preference 
is given to illustrations that tell of real 
incidents or experiences rather than 


(Continued on page 682) 
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Ill. The Christian and Law 


Of what value are the Ten Commandments to him? 





by grace through faith now to go 

on living the Christian life by try- 
ing his best to keep God’s Law? There 
is a Gospel for the lost sinner. Is that 
Gospel also for the Christian? Is there 
good news for the saved man? God's 
way of saving men is presented in Ro- 
mans 3:21 to 5:21 as grace abounding 
for the lost sinners; in chapters 6, 7, 
and 8 we have grace abounding for the 
saved sinner. Here is the good news 
for Christians: “For sin shall not have 
dominion over you: for ye are not un- 
der law, but under grace” (Rom, 6:14). 

What does it mean to be “not under 
law”? What does it mean to be “under 
grace”? Does this mean that the Chris- 
tian now has nothing to do with Law? 
Paul further declares, through the Holy 
Spirit: “But now we have been dis- 
charged from the law, having died to 
that wherein we were held; so that we 
serve in newness of spirit, and not in 
oldness of the letter’ (Rom. 7:6). 

The conclusions drawn by the enemies 
of Paul, and the enemies of what they 
supposed was his new Gospel, are 
clearly presented in the questions that 
Paul asked. When he declares that we 
are not under Law but under grace, he 
asks, “What then? shall we sin, because 
we are not under law, but under 
grace?” (Rom, 6:15.) This is the con- 
clusion that his enemies drew. His an- 
swer is, “God forbid.”” He goes on then 
to explain the relationship between the 
crisis of conversion and the holy life 
that is to follow. 


Living Above the Commandments 


After Paul declares that we have 
been discharged from the Law, again he 
asks, “What shall we say then? Is the 
law sin?” (Rom. 7:7.) Again the an- 
swer is, “God forbid _. , the law is holy, 
and the commandment holy, and right- 
eous, and good... . For we know that 
the law is spiritual” (Rom. 7:7, 12, 14). 

The answer that some give to this 
problem is that a Christian born of the 
Spirit and with the Holy Spirit living 
in him does not need the Law of God. 
His powers have been renewed. His 
desires are to please God. He now 
Serves in newness of the Spirit. He 
does not need the old letter of the Law. 
The Ten Commandments, they claim, 
were given to Israel and were not in- 
tended for Christian believers, although 
there are eternal principles set forth 
in the Ten Commandments, which are 
recognized by Christians. However, 
they live far above these written com- 
mandments. The Commandment says, 
“Thou shalt not steal.” 
Christian is taught to love his brother, 


r THE Christian who has beep saved 


But since a - 


Dr. McQuilkin, the late founder and 


president of Columbia Bible College 


was a teacher who kept a sane 
balance between extremes on Law 
and grace, or between legalism and 
antinomianism. His 65-page treatise 
on the subject is valuable, and the 
Times is here publishing (by per- 
mission) four chapters from it in 
seven or eight installments, of 
which this is the third. It is hoped 
that the whole may be published in 
book form and when plans are com- 
plete an announcement will be 
made in the Times. The fourth 
installment will appear next week. 








he will not think of stealing from him. 
He has the Commandment, “Thou shalt 
do no murder” (Matt. 19:18, K.J.V.). 
But a man to murder another must 
hate him, The Christian loves his 
brother, and is far beyond such a law. 
The illustration has been given of the 
love of parents for their children. In 
every state there are laws against 
cruelty to children. The great majority 
of parents know nothing of such laws, 
but they never break the laws, for their 
love for their children would prevent 
them from acting in cruelty toward 
them and thus coming under the pro- 
visions and the penalties of such laws. 
So it is argued that one who is born 
of the Spirit, with the Spirit living in 
him, is far above the requirements of 
the Law. 


Through all the history of the Church 
of Christ, and especially since the Ref- 
ormation, the Church officially has 
taught that the Law is a rule of life for 
Christians. This teaching in _ the 
churches of England as well as else- 
where has been misused by many 
Christians. They lost the message of 
grace and sought to keep God’s Law 
on the basis of merit. About a hundred 
years ago there arose in England 
teachers of salvation by grace. They 
started a revival, leading many earnest, 
legalistic Christians to regeneration and 
a new insight into grace. In order to 
avoid the mistake of legalism, these 
teachers began to proclaim a new doc- 
trine of Law and grace, declaring that 
Christians are not under Law and have 
nothing to do with Law. 


To understand the meaning of the 
word, “We are not under law,” let us 
ask what would be the result if we 
were under Law. First of all, we would 
be condemned by the Law. We have 
not kept it fully. No Christian for 
twenty-four hours, not for one hour, 
keeps the Law of God perfectly. There- 
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fore to be under Law means to be un- 
der the penalty of the Law. Not only 
that, but we would be under obliga- 
tions to keep the Law perfectly. This 
we cannot do, and we would go for- 
ward in a life of bondage, ever seeking 
to measure up, always conscious that 
we have not measured up. Here is an 
orthodox Jew today who conscien- 
tiously seeks to keep the letter of the 
Law, especially all the ceremonial re- 
quirements. But ask dhy of these or- 
thodox rabbis whether they have ever 
for any single day perfectly kept all 
the requirements of the Law, even using 
their own standard of what Law is. 
Every honest Jew will admit that on 
the day when he is least conscious of 
any outward turning from the Law, he 
knows there always may be something 
that he has not completely fulfilled. 


In Bondage Indeed 


Such an orthodox Jewish rabbi in 
by own city began to read the New 
Testament and was on his way to ac- 
cepting the truth that Jesus was indeed 
the Messiah, the Son of God. The im- 
mediate effect of his new point of view 
was to make him more scrupulous than 
he ever had been inthe killing of the 
animals and in his holding fast to every 
requirement of the Law. One Saturday 
he was giving me a little book of Pal- 
estine flowers. I handed him a pen to 
write his name in the book. His wife 
quickly explained to me that this was 
the Sabbath Day and he could not lift 
a burden. His handkerchief was pin- 
ned on his clothing. Had he carried it 
in his pocket he would have been 
carrying a burden. When six o'clock 
arrived he rose to leave the house. The 
Sabbath Day was over. I asked him if 
at the close of any day he felt that he 
had fulfilled al] the requirements of the 
Law. His brow puckered and with a 
troubled look he said, “No, there al- 
ways may be something that you have 
not thought of and you did not do.” No 
honest man will ever say that he has 
perfectly kept all the requirements of 
God’s Law, even according to his own 
knowledge of that Law. Then what 
shall we say when we stand in the 
blazing light of a holy God with stand- 
ards infinitely beyond our highest con- 
ception of what sin is? Law condemns. 
If we are under Law, we are indeed 
in bondage. We are under condemna- 
tion for having broken the Law, and 
we are under bondage of conviction for 
not living up to the Law. 

What does grace do? Does grace ex- 
cuse from keeping God’s Law? Or is 

(Continued on page 682) 
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How some schools have increased interest, attendance, and efficiency 


Quizzer's Quiz 

By L. J. Goodyear 
NEW game is taking by storm the 
members of the Young People’s 
Fellowship at Trinity Episcopal Cathe- 
dral of Phoenix, Ariz., and it may well 
be adapted for use in Sunday schools 
among the Intermediate and Senior 
classes. Not only is the game interest- 
ing, but it is yhelping the students to 
learn a great deal more about the Bible. 

Every member of the classes is try- 
ing to make the team. Only, in this 
case, it’s not baseball for which the 
young folks are batting. 

The game was introduced with the 
hope of sharpening their interest in 
attendance and as a means of develop- 
ing a greater interest and knowledge 
of the Bible among the young people. 

Proof of the game’s acceptance and 
increasing popularity is seen from the 
fact that six teams are already vying 
for the Number One and Number Two 
standings, 

The game is played in the following 
manner: Six young people, with closed 
Bibles in'their hands, stand at attention 
facing the drill master, who holds an 
open Bible. A passage from the Bible 
is quoted by the drill master, then at 
his command of “On your mark. Get 
set. Go!” the players take fifteen sec- 
onds to locate the given passage in 
their Bibles. The object of the game 
is to be the first to locate the given book 
quotations, 

The first three persons successful in 
finding the passage in the allotted fif- 
teen seconds are ordered to step for- 
ward a pace. The first person forward 
receives five points, the second gets 
three points, and the third one point. 
Any one of these three persons may 
be challenged to read the passage and 
reference. 

Scores for each of the contestants 
-will be totaled every three months, the 
top six players are given places on the 
Number One team, and the next best 
six: are placed on the _ second-string 
team, 

Annual “quizzer quiz” contests can 
be held if desired for all young people 
in the Sunday school area, an event 
that could feature awards for the two 
top teams. 

It is only natural that, with the com- 
petition in this game, many young peo- 
ple, who are otherwise reluctant to 
participate in youth classes activities 
are now showing up in great numbers 
with regularity, so that they may be 
accepted in the game. 

Through the competitive spirit they 


are learning a great deal of good. Not 
only does this game teach them the 
many things to be learned through 
careful reading of the Bible, but the 
game itself is teaching them good 
sportsmanship and teamwork. 


ScoTTSDALE, ARIZ. 
we 


Letters to Homes Help 
By Anna Engelhardt 


HE three Sunday school teachers 

smiled as they surveyed the two 
tables piled with small metal vehicles, 
stuffed animals, prettily dressed dolls, 
and picture books. The Sunday school’s 
“Christmas-in-September” project had 
been successful beyond anything they 
hoped. Many children attending a far- 
away Christian mission school would 
be made happy with a gift of a good 
used toy on Christmas Day. 

These three teachers, who composed 
the committee in charge of the project, 
knew that the letters they had mailed 
to all the children in the Sunday school 
were an important factor in its suc- 
cess. Previdus experiences already had 
taught the administrators of this Sun- 
day school in a fast-growing suburb 
near Chicago’s south side, that letters 
concerning special events sent to the 
children’s homes brought enthusiastic 
response and were well worth the time 
and postage. 

These letters supplement announce- 
ments by the department superintend- 
ents, discussion ofthe project in classes, 
and publicity in the community news- 
papers. They give explicit information 
that might be misunderstood or forgot- 
ten by the children were it merely told 
them verbally. 

For instance, in the letter about the 
“Christmas-in-September” project, a 
short list of suitable toys was included. 
On another occasion when the-children 
were to bring stockings for the pupils 
of a mission kindergarten, the sizes de- 
sired were stated in the letter. An- 
other, about a harvest food collection, 
suggested the type of canned or pack- 
aged goods most needed by the insti- 
tution being helped. 

The letters are brief, giving only the 
necessary information and a statement 
or two concerning the cause. A “catchy” 
opening helps to gain attention. A re- 
cent letter sent out by this Sunday 
school concerning an offering for funds 
to complete mission churches, began, 
“Would you like to help ‘raise a roof’?” 

Because of the nature of the projects, 
the theme of expressing our love for 


God by helping others can be stressed. 
Thus another letter announcing an of- 
fering for overseas relief, started: 

“Jerusalem — Gethsemane — Calvary—. 
We have heard of these places many 
times in Sunday school. They remind 
us of the sufferings and death of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

“Korea—Palestine—Europe. These are 
places in our world today where peo- 
ple are suffering, homeless, hungry.” 

Timing is important in sending the 
letters. They should be mailed so that 
they will be delivered on Thursday or 
Friday preceding the Sunday the spe- 
cial event will take place. This is not 
so early that the matter will be forgot- 
ten before Sunday by either the chil- 
dren or their parents. Yet it is soon 
enough that any purchase, such as food 
for a harvest home offering, or other 
preparation can be made. 

A eopy of the letter is sent to each 
pupil enrolled in the Sunday school 
rather than to each family, since chil- 
dren enjoy receiving personal mail. 
When they are mimeographed or dupli- 
cated in some other way, the letters 
can be personalized by writing im the 
salutation, thus: “Dear May.” 

Letters mailed first class in sealed 
envelopes will be more likely to re- 
ceive attention from both parents and 
children, and will assure one hundred 
per cent delivery to the homes. This 
is not the case when letters or fliers 
are given to the Sunday school pupils 
the previous Sunday, for these -often 
are mislaid or lost before the children 
reach home. 

Letters to the home stimulate attend- 
ance at Sunday school since all pupils, 
including absentees, receive a -copy. 
These letters also inform the parents, 
some of whom may not yet be church 
members, of the benevolent program 
of the Sunday school; often they sug- 
gest that the children invite their par- 
ents to attend the special event .with 
them. 
Members of the committee for the 
project prepare the letters; the church 
mimeograph is used to duplicate them. 
Names and addresses are obtained from 
the Sunday school class record books. 
Envelopes are typed or handwritten. 
Where a church has a parish secretary, 
she perhaps could help with the mime- 
ographing and mailing. 

Postage and other costs are taken 
from the regular expense funds of the 
Sunday school. Since these letters in- 
spire the children to express _ their 
Christian love in action, they are con- 
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Lesson for September 22 


sidered as valuable.a help in teaching 
as lesson books and visual aids. 

A harvest festival to benefit the pan- 
try of a children’s home, Christmas gifts 
for an Indian mission school, or a for- 
eign mission Sunday with a missionary 
speaker are some special observances 
of your Sunday school that could re- 
ceive more generous response than you 
ever expected, thanks to letters that 
go into each home as a timely reminder 
and explanation of the event, 

CHICAGO, 

ve 


No Progress in a Rut 
By Catharine Brandt 


UR Intermediate and Senior Sun- 

day school Department was in a 
rut. If your school has been following 
the same pattern of opening exercises 
for over a year, you, too, may find that 
your school is in a rut, 

Our Sunday school board, composed 
of pastor, superintendent, teachers of 
the five classes,‘and a representative 
of each class, meets quarterly to plan 
the opening exercises. It was at one 
of these meetings when a class repre- 
sentative asked, “Can’t we have some- 
thing new?” that we realized that we 
were in a rut, 

Then we made our plans. Instead of 
having the superintendent lead the 
group while the Sunday school sat as 
onlookers, we planned each service to 
the end that the more young people 
we had taking part the more meaning- 
ful the service would be to the pupils. 

Since our Sunday school hour is di- 
vided into a twenty-minute opening 
period and a forty-minute lesson pe- 
riod, we knew it to be important that 
not a minute be wasted. 

It was decided to have the pianist 
start playing several minutes before 
the hour to call the stragglers in. Our 
leader is prompt and able to keep the 
service moving. We sing a hymn, then 
pray, led by someone in the audience 
whose voice carries well. Then we lis- 
ten to the announcements. Two Junior 
ushers take up the-offering. We have 
special music at this time. All this 
takes less than ten minutes, leaving the 
rest of the twenty-minute period for 
the special feature. This specia] fea- 
ture is presented by a different class 
each Sunday. 

To memorize one of the great church 
hymns, special emphasis was put on it 
for a month, On the first Sunday, the 
leader spent a few minutes explaining 
how the words and music came to be 
written. Then we sang the first verse 
of the song. On succeeding Sundays, 
the class in charge explained the Bib- 
lical basis for some of the phrases and 
figures of speech in the rest of the 
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verses. Occasional review of the song 
helps to fix it in the pupils’ minds, 

Another month we spent our time on 
Bible geography. Mimeographed blank 
outlines of the map of Palestine were 
handed to each pupil. On a large out- 
line on the platform, the leader pointed 
out places and towns prominent in the 
life of the Lord Jesus, such as the Red 
Sea, Galilee, the River Jordan, Beth- 
lehem, Jerusalem, and -the like. Each 
Sunday we started out with a blank 
map and put in, from memory, the 
rivers, towns, or places we had studied 
previously. We ended these Sundays 
by having a better idea of the locations 
of these well-known Bible places, 

Another time we used for several 
Sundays a topical plan of the Christian's 
walk. Each class was responsible for 
a different aspect of the theme. 

For the six weeks of the Lenten season 
we studied in the Book of Luke, begin- 
ning with the nineteenth chapter, leav- 
ing the story of the Resurrection for 
Easter. The classes knew, a week in ad- 
vance, when they would be responsible 
for the opening exercises. On Sunday 
morning, that class sat in the front row 
of the room. The teacher quizzed the 
class on questions not previously as- 
signed. If the class couldn’t answer, 
persons in the audience were given an 
opportunity to do so. Some deep the- 
ological ideas are contained in these 
chapters, and having them brought up 
publicly stirred us to serious thinking 
and further study. 

Another time we chose to emphasiz& 
the Gospel of John The superintend- 
ent announced the number of the chap- 
ter to be read during the week and the 
verse in that chapter to be memorized. 
The teacher in charge planned eight 
or ten questions based on the chapter. 
On Sunday morning one pupil from 
each of the five classes sat on the plat- 
form as a panel. We used a different 
panel each Sunday First the school 
recited the memory verse. Then the 
teacher put the questions to the panel. 
We had a scorekeeper in the audience. 
At the end of the five weeks, we found 
the senior high schoo] class to be the 
winner, and those of the audience who 
had been faithful had five Bible verses 
memorized. It helps to review these 
verses periodically. 

All the classes have shown interest 
in these opening exercises and a will- 
ingness to take part. Many pupils ask 
what will be next. Teen-agers don’t 
like being in a rut. They prefer vari- 
ety. They want to be busy. If you 
want to hold the interest of young peo- 
ple, use a lever—hard work, prayerful 
planning, good leadership, unusual 
methods—to boost your Sunday school 
out of the rut and onto the highway 
where things are happening and the 
pace is swift. 

Sr. Pau, Minn. 
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Twin Teachers 
By Dorothy C. Haskin 
“ NOTHER girl in my class re- 
ceived Christ as Saviour,” Ber- 
nice excitedly told her friend. 

“I didn’t know you taught a Sunday 
school class,” her neighbor remarked, 
with a surprised glance going from 
five-year-old Sissy playing with toddler 
Johnny on the floor to wee Davy in 
his crib. 

“I don’t actually teach it often, but 
I am a teacher,” Bernice answered and 
then explained, “I’m a twin teacher.” 

She meant that she and her friend, 
Adele, had taken a class together. 
Adele was free on Sunday to do the 
teaching, but she worked during the 
week and needed Bernice to share the 
responsibility of the class, 

Each Sunday afternoon Adele re- 
ported to Bernice and they made their 
plans for the class. Both of them 
prayed for all the girls, but Bernice 
had certain girls as her special prayer 
obligation. 

Adele had found there were many 
ways she could spend money on the 
class. She had “prettied up” the class- 
room. She took the class on outings. 
She remembered their birthdays and 
Christmas, by giving them Chfistian 
books, mottoes, and games. Also, she 
wanted to give every family a sub- 
scription to a Christian magazine, With 
Bernice as partner, all this was pos- 
sible. 

Because of her own children, Ber- 
nice could not help Adele with the vis- 
iting, but. she phoned the absentees 
Adele could not visit, and she sent out 
special announcements. 

Then, too, though Adele was a faith- 
ful teacher, there were times when 
sickness or vacation necessitated her 
absence, As these times were only oc- 
casional, Bernice’s husband was willing 
to look after the children while Bernice 
taught the class. 


The class did not object to Bernice 
as a substitute teacher because she was 
not a stranger to them. They knew 
she was a twin teacher. Adele ex« 
_plained to Bernice which lesson to 
teach, and whenever she was absent the 
class had the same substitute. 

Did you ever wish you were twins 
so you could do all you wanted to do 
for your class? Having a twin teacher 
may be your answer, 

HOLLYwoop, CALIF. 


It is quite easy to depress a sack when 
it is empty or only partly filled with 
flour or some other substance, So if 
you want to resist depression, be filled 
with joy and peace in believing.—Choice 
Gleanings Calendar. 
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How Illustrations Are Chosen 
(Continued from second page) 


mere quotations from sermons or mere 
homilies. Our feeling is that our les- 
son writers give sufficient help to our 
Sunday school teacher readers in the 
exposition of the lesson verses, and that 
the Illustration Round Table should, 
as far as possible, throw light on these 
verses from actual incidents of life. 
Insofar as the books mentioned are 
concerned, we prefer not to choose 
illustrations that are taken from books 
of illustrations since such books are 
available to most teachers and Sunday 
school workers. We prefer illustrations 
from other periodicals or from personal 
experiences, but these are not always 
available in the materia] that is sub- 
mitted, and we, therefore, sometimes 
quote reluctantly from books of illus- 
trations where the illustration is par- 
ticularly apt and unusual. We try also 
to avoid the repetition of illustrations 
that have been used in the Round Table 
frequently or ‘within recent months, 
even though they may especially fit the 
verse under consideration. A few peri- 
odicals refuse to grant permission to 
quote from their publications. 

Of course, it goes without saying that 
no matter how striking an illustration 
may be, if it is not factual or if it vio- 
lates in any way the clear teaching of 
the Scriptures, we do not accept it. 
Neither do we choose quotations, no 
matter how good they may sound, from 
men or women whom we know to be 
outstanding Modernists or Liberals, 

A leaflet, “Rules for the Illustration 
Round Table,” giving seventeen im- 
portant conditions for illustration con- 
tributors, may be had for the asking. 
The TIMEs list of International Uniform 
Lessons is published each year and may 
be had for 20 cents a copy or $2 a 
dozen. The list for 1958 lessons is now 
ready. Address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North 13th Street, 
Philadelphia 5, 


The Christian and Law 


P (Continued from page 679 ) 


grace God’s way of enabling us by the 
Holy Spirit of God to do the will of God? 

Has God planned what has been 
called an evangelical obedience for 
Christians? Has He lowered the stand- 
ard of the absolute requirements of 
the Law? John Wesley, the mighty 
exponent of holy living, declared that 
if sin was any want of conformity un- 
to God’s moral Law, then he at once 
admitted that no man in this life was 
sinless. But Wesley did not accept that 
definition of sin: He preached what he 
called “Christian perfection,” obedience 
to an imperfect standard. There is, of 
course, a truth in the view that Scrip- 
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ture may use the term “righteous” in 
a relative sense. There are men who 
are righteous and then men who are 
more righteous. But to preach a lower 
standard than God’s Law would be to 
destroy both the Law and the Holy 
God, God’s standard, which is the ex- 
pression of His own nature and His 
holy will, can never be lowered. That 
is still the standard of God’s righteous- 
ness for believers as well as for every 
man. 

As the eternal moral Law is un- 
changed in all dispensations, so that moral 
Law is unchanged through all the individ- 
ual’s life, and is unchanged when that 
man takes Christ as hisSaviour. But the 
believer’s relation to that Law is com- 
pletely changed, when he by God’s 
grace accepts Christ as his Saviour, and 
his righteousness, There is now no con- 
demnation to those who are in Christ. 
This is not because the Law does not 
require a penalty for the sinner. It is 
because Christ has completely paid that 
penalty. There is now no terror in that 
Law. But the Law is a revelation of 


But Three Prayed 


September 7, 1957 


God’s blessed will for our lives. We 
therefore love His Law. We are 
grieved when we step. aside from the 
perfect will of God. Our Lord Himself 
said, “I delight to do thy will... Yea, 
thy law is within my heart.” Could 
anything be plainer than this statement 
as to what the Law is for Christians? 
To have the will of God in His heart 
meant that He delighted in the will of 
God. I am not under Law now as a 
means of my salvation; nor arm I under 
the Law as a means of my sanctification, 
I am saved by grace through faith, and 
this grace is for salvation begun, sal- 
vation continued, and salvation com- 
pleted. 

Christians who are saved by grace 
through faith are called to live a holy 
life. There is no dispute about that. 
What is the holy life? We are called 
to walk even as Jesus walked (1 John 
2:6). Our standard is the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Every believer comes short of 
that perfect standard, but he accepts 


_ God’s will as the standard for his life. 


(To be continued) 


When their beloved church faced a crisis time 


BOUT six years ago a young man 

began a door-to-door visitation in 
a large housing and apartment area, 
Xinviting folks to come and join together 
in the formation of a mission church 
and Sunday school. This man was a 
newly ordained minister. 

It was apparent that the Lord’s 
blessing was upon him, for soon the 
large house secured for the mission 
was overflowing and it became neces- 
sary for the group to move to a nearby 
school to continue the teaching and 
preaching of God’s Word. There they 
remained until the ever-growing num- 
ber of people hungry for God moved 
into a permanent chapel and Sunday 
school rooms, 

The Lord continued His faithful 
blessings upon the pastor and the 
church, and soon they were once again 
overcrowded. Much prayer was of- 
fered and, by faith, plans were made 
for the construction of a_ three-story 
Sunday school building. 

At this time, the attendance not only 
ceased climbing and began to decrease, 
but everyone seemed confident that 
when the new building was finished, 
things would pick up again, because it 
was felt the overcrowded condition 
was to blame for the slump. A few 
months later the building was com- 
pleted and how happy everyone felt! 

Nearly a year passed after that build- 
ing was first occupied, but the attend- 
ance did not rise to the expectations, 


By DONALD SIMKINS 


There were many empty rooms and 
empty chairs. The number of people 
that came were only a very few more 
than came before the building was 
started. In the preaching services, it 
became very rare for a lost sinner to 
go forward and accept Christ as Sav- 
iour. 

What had happened? Would this 
church suffer the fate of so many 
others by becoming only a meeting 
place for its members to go to now and 
then? Was this church to become cold 
and indifferent to a lost and dying 
world? 

Satan must have indeed been troubled 
by this church, for men, women, and 
children were finding Christ as Sav- 
iour and going out and telling others 
about Him, too. The Devil took a 
mighty swing at this church. Oh, it 
wasn’t all at once, but gradual, until 
finally he had lulled many to sleep 
and back into the interests of the 
world. The life of the church had had 
a glorious chapter one, that of being 
a witness for Christ, but then came 
chapter two, and, one by one, the em- 
bers of flame of love and compassion 
for the lost died out. 

But wait. Praise God, chapter three 
is just beginning. Some five weeks ago, 
three women members of this. church 
met. One was a middle-aged woman 
who had been very ill and had just 
returned to the fold. The second was 


(Continued on page 694) 





| Ye Widdle Sast—Wan Theater of Prophecy 


e ERHAPS at no time in modern history has the world’s attention been focused upon the Middle East as in 
e recent months. Russia, England, France, and the United States—all are watching this region intently and are 
e maneuvering, sometimes behind the scenes and sometimes openly, to strengthen their interests and to cir- 
“i cumvent the schemes of their rivals. What is the prize that each nation is hoping to win in this area? 

d Geographically, the Middle East forms a great land bridge that links three contiments—Europe, Asia, and 
at Africa. Bible history and profane history alike record that across this bridge have marched the armies of world 


empires of the past— Babylonia, Assyria, Egypt, Persia, Greece, and Rome—and Bible prophecy indicates that 


; the Middle East will yet be the scene of a mighty conflict before the Lord Jesus sets up His millennial Kingdom. 

- Is the stage now being set for some of the world-shaking events that will characterize the endtime foretold 
er in Scripture? Many earnest Bible students believe that this may be occurring. The Sunday: School Times has 
n. asked an outstanding British prophetic teacher, lecturer, and writer to tell its readers something of the causes 
id and implications of what has been occurring recently in the Middle East, and what is their relation to prophecy. 

“4 He is Dr. Frederick A. Tatford, Litt.D., Th.D., Editor of The Harvester, a British Christian periodical. He is 

president of Moorlands Bible College, and author of many books, including Pi gr gh Last Word,” an expositian 

oe of the Book of the Revelation; and “The Climax of the Ages,” studies in the Book of Daniel. He is associated with 
ly many evangelical societies in Britain, and, in business, is Director of Contracts of the United Kingdom Atomic Energy 
at. Authority, and is actively concerned with atomic development in Britain. 
“ Dr. Tatford has now written six What does the Bible have to say 
us articles that will be published soon about oil in Middle East lands? 

of in THE Sunpay Scuoo. Times—begin- ; : : : 
ots ning with the issue of September 28. Will the oil and mineral treasures in 
“ Under the titles, the Sinai Peninsula attract covetous 


Recent Events in the Middle East eyes in the near future? 
Oil in the Middle East 
Future Physical Changes in Palestine 
The Future of the Roman Empire 


The Promised Land in History 
‘ and Prophecy 
NS The Last Great Battle Before 
the Millennium 


What future violent changes in the 
typography of the Holy Land will pre- 
cede the establishment of Christ’s mil- 
lennial Kingdom? 


Will Jerusalem become a wealthy 
seaport? 





How has the Roman Empire, ostensi- 








"le he will discuss such vital and timely bly dead, continued to exist? 

ore questions as: . To what is the movement for a union 
was What three major factors are behind of European countries leading? 

; ; ; 
z ‘an rn ap ” wal SGiGGie ‘Bast? How do the present boundaries of 
av- en md Pong nes za ey ~ + Coe Israel compare with its ancient terri- 
~~ torial limits, and when will God’s cove- 

this What would happen if Great Britain nant with David be fulfilled? 

any decided to pay back Egypt in her own P 

ting coin of scrapping agreements? What is the strategic importance of 
and Is there an alternative to the Suez = ms Megiddo, . as we “ == 
sold Canal? Frederick A. Tatford, Litt.D., Th.D. powers will yet occur there? 

ying P 

sled THIS is such an exceptional series of articles that the Editors believe you will not only want to'read them yourself 
and but that you will want to put them in the hands of pastors, Sunday school ay gmap» and teachers of your 
Sav- acquaintance. The 13-week, get acquainted subscription plan makes it possible for you to introduce the Times to 
hers as many as you wish for $1.00 each ($1.10 U.S.A. dollars, in Canada). Why not send a subscription to your pastor 
kK a and to every teacher in your school, or to members of your class? 
1, it 
until For each set of new 13-week subscriptions as indicated below, you may have, without money cost, one of the 
leep following books: 

the “The Dawn of the Scarlet Age,’’ studies in the Book of Revelation, by Edgar Ainslie (three new 13-wk, sub- 

had scriptions at $1 each, $1.10 Canada) ; 
eing ** Answers for Inquiring Christians,’’ by Philip E. Howard, Jr. (three new 13-wk. subscriptions at $1 each, 
ame $1.10 Canada); 
bn “*The Law of Liberty,’’ by Evan Hopkins (three new 13-wk. subscriptions at $1 each, $1.10 Canada); 

“*Through Gates of Splendor,’’ by Elisabeth Elliot (five new 13-wk. subscriptions at $1 each, $1.10 Canada). 

aa The series begins with the September 28 issue of the Times, so you will want to send your subscriptions in 
aaa promptly. Please specify “The Tatford series,” stating plainly which book you desire, and address 
yman 


just 325 N. Thirteenth S. ANP Sunday School Times fompany Philadelphia’ 5, Pa. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 12. SEPTEMBER 22. DANIEL, STEADFAST IN CRISES 
Daniel 1 to 6; printed text, 5:1, 5, 13, 14, 16b, 17, 18, 22-28 
Golden Text.—Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.—Eph. 6:10 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Dan. 5:1 Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a 
thousand of his lords, and drank wine before the thousand. 


5 In the same hour came forth fingers of a man’s hand, 
and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaister 
of the wall of the king’s palace: and the king saw the part 
of the hand that wrote. 

13 Then was Daniel brought in before the king. And 
the king spake and said unto Daniel, Art thou that Daniel, 
which art of the children of the captivity of Judah, whom 
the king my father brought out of Jewry? 

14 I have even heard of thee, that the spirit of the gods is 
in thee, and that light and understanding and excellent 
wisdom is found in thee. 


16b Now if thou canst read the writing, and make known 
to me the interpretation thereof, thou shalt be clothed 
with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about thy neck, and 
shalt be the third ruler in the kingdom. 

17 Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let 
thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another; 
yet I will read the writing unto the king, and make known 
to him the interpretation. 


& b 


Nabonidus, and did rule in Babylon in 


18 O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar 
thy father a — and — and ed and honour: 

22 And thou his son, O ition hast not humbled 
thine heart, though thou knewest all this; . 

23 But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; 
and they have brought the vessels of his house before thee, 


~ and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, 


have drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the gods 
of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which 
see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in whose hand 
thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not 
glorified: 

24 Then was the part of the hand sent from him; and 
this writing was written. 

25 And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, 
TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 

26 This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God 
hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. 

27 TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art 
found wanting. 

28 PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the 
Medes and Persians. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


. wrote... upon the plaister ... the 
king saw...” Only the fingers were 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

NTIL modern times there was no 
l reference in history to Belshaz- 

zar outside the Book of Daniel. 
Since the Bible was not regarded in 
critical circles as an authority in his- 
tory, this fact was taken as a further 
proof of the untrustworthiness of the 
Bible in the historical sphere. How 
strange that the Bible should be the 
least trusted of all sgurces! Instead of 
bringing heathen writers to the judg- 
ment of the Bible, the Bible has been 
brought into the judgment of heathen 
writers. 

Belshazzar, then, according to their 
contentions, was a mythical character. 
All trustworthy historical sources in- 
dicated that Nabonidus, not Belshaz- 
zar, was the king of Babylon at the 
time of its downfall. Moreover, it was 
well known that Nabonidus was not 
slain when Babylon fell, but was pen- 
sioned in retirement by the Persians 
until the day of his death, 

The sources were right. Only they 
did/not have the full story. The dis- 
covery of cuneiform tablets first un- 
earthed the name of Belshazzar, then 
associated him with Nabonidus, then 
made it clear that he was the son of 


the name of his father. At the time 
of the capture of Babylon by Cyrus, 
Nabonidus was not present in the city, 
but Belshazzar was, so, while Belshaz- 
zar was slain, Nabonidus, by submit- 
ting to the Persian yoke, lived on in 
honorable (?) retirement. 

While Daniel does.not mention Na- 
bonidus, there is an interesting detail 
which marks out the accuracy of his 
record. The reward promised to, the 
one who would interpret the strange 
handwriting on the wall was that he 
should be “third ruler” in the king- 
dom. Since Belshazzar was himself the 
second in rank, he could bestow noth- 
ing more than that. So the accuracy 
and the trustworthiness of the Biblical 
record are again demonstrated. 


Verse by Verse 

Dan. 5:1.—“Belshazzar .. . made a 
great feast to a thousand . . . drank 
wine before the thousand.” See Ap- 
proach to the Lesson for problem of 
Belshazzar. The phrase “before the 
thousand” suggests the elevated plat- 
form on which the king sat apart from 
the guests, where all could see his 
actions, 

Verses 2 to 4 describe the feast, with 
its desecration of the vessels of the 
Temple. 


Verse 5.—“, . . fingers of a man’s hand 


seen. Excavation of the palace has re- 
vealed that the walls were covered 
with a thin white plaster, which would 
be a smooth surface to show the writ- 
ing. 

Verses 6-12 describe the king's terror, 
his promise of reward, the failure of 
the magi, and the queen’s (queen 
mother?) suggestion that they bring in 
Daniel, who apparently was living in 
retirement at this time. 


Verse 13.—“Then was Daniel brought 
in ...Art thou that Daniel . . . whom the 
king my father brought out of Jewry?” 
“The king my father” refers to Nebu- 
chadnezzar. The word “father” is used 
generally of an ancestor. 

Verse 14—“I have .. . heard... 
that the spirit of the gods is in thee 

.” “The spirit of the gods” is the 
heathen king’s explanation of Daniel’s 
great wisdom. Daniel doubtless was 
pained at this statement. 

Verse 16.—“, . . thou canst make in- 
terpretations . . . thou shalt be clothed 
with scarlet ... the third ruler in the 
kingdom.” The general promise of 
verse 7 is now made particularly to 
Daniel. “Third ruler” was the best 
that Belshazzar could offer, since he 


- himself was only second, with Naboni- | 


dus his father first. 














Lesson for September 22 


Verse 17.—“. . . Iet thy gifts be to 
thyself .. . thy rewards to another; yet 
I will read the writing ...” Daniel 
scorned the worthless gifts of a king 
who was on the eve of losing his king- 
dom and his life, but was ready to serve 
as a messenger of God. : 

Verses 18-21 relate the history of 
God’s dealings with Nebuchadnezzar, to 
humble him. 

Verse 22—“And thou . . . hast not 
humbled thine heart, though thou 
kneéwest all this.” Belshazzar had re- 
fused to learn from the experience of 
his great ancestor. He did not have 
the excuse of ignorance. 

_ Verse 23.—“But hast lifted up thy- 

self . . . and the God in whose hand 
thy breath is ... hast thou not glori- 
fied.” See how Daniel describes the 
interrupted feast as an example of 
Belshazzar’s failure to acknowledge 
God, although the king owed every 
breath he drew to Him. 

Verse 24.—“Then was the part of the 
hand sent from him...” The “part of 
the hand” was the fingers. — 

Verse 25.—“. .. §MENE, MENE, 
TEKEL, UPHARSIN.” Daniel reads the 
writing before interpreting it. They 
were three Aramaic words, meaning in 
order—numbered, a shekel, divided. 

Verse 26. “. . . God hath numbered 
thy kingdom , ,. .” While the individ- 
ual words were simple enough, their 
mystical significance was a matter of 
revelation. The number of the days 
of Belshazzar’s kingdom had run out. 

Verse 27.—“. . . weighed in the bal- 
ances ... found wanting.” A shekel 
being a certain weight of silver, this 
signified the weighing of the king in 
the balances of God, and his being 
found underweight. 

Verse 28—“. . . Thy kingdom is di- 
vided . . . Medes and Persians.” The 
idea of division points to the fact that 
two powers shared the spoil, combin- 
ing to build the Medo-Persian empire, 
with the Persians dominating. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Daniel was by this time an old man. 
It was nearly seventy years since he 
had been taken captive from his home 
in Judah. They had been active years 
which had found him promoted to 
great honor in the Chaldean empire. 
As late as the third year of Belshaz- 
zar’s reign he had been active in the 
king’s service (Dan. 8:1, 27). There 
‘is indication, however, that he was liv- 
ing in some measure of retirement in 
the last year of Belshazzar, for the king 
had to be reminded by the queen, more 
likely the queen mother, of his exist- 
ence (5:10-12), and when the king ad- 
dressed Daniel it was on the basis of 
hearsay (v. 14). This shows, how 
quickly kings can forget those who 
have served them well 
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Last Week’s Lesson ; 


11. September 15.—Ezekiel, Pastor of 
His People. Ezekiel 1:1-3; 2; 
24:15-18; 34 


Next Week’s Lesson 


13. September 29.—Nehemiah, Patriot 
in Action. 
Nehemiah 1 and 2; 4; 6:15, 16; 13 








Belshazzar was the son of King Na- 
bonidus, but because of his father’s de- 
sire to be relieved of the burdens of 
the kingship he had assumed regal 
authority in Babylon. The wine of 
power was too potent for him and he 
could think of no better use for his 
high position than to vaunt himself 
before his lords in royal splendor and 
engage in all kinds of extravagances. 
The great banquet was just another of 
his luxurious displays. Everything was 
done that would add to the splendor 
of the occasion. But in the midst of 
the revelries the royal fool thought of 
one more item that would add zest to 
the party. His great ancestor, Nebu- 
chadnezzar, had brought from Jerusa- 
lem many gold and silver vessels which 
had been consecrated to the use of God 
in the Temple. How better could he 
express his own superiority, even over 
the God of Israel, than to use these 
vessels in his great feast! It was an 
act of desecration, blasphemy, and god- 
less daring. He threw down the gaunt- 
let before Jehovah. 

In that hour when the king was en- 
flamed, not only with wine, but with 
a sense of his own greatness, the fin- 
gers of a hand wrote three words on 
the wall of the banqueting hall. The 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Y WHAT king was Daniel taken 
captive to Babylon? 

2. What king of Babylon was lost to 
history, except for references in Dan- 
iel, till very recent times? 

3. How did Belshazzar come to be 
king in Babylon? 

4. In what year of Belshazzar’s reign 
do we read of Daniel’s doing the king’s 
business? 

5. How many mysteries did Daniel 
interpret for Babylonian kings? 

6. What desecration did Belshazzar 
commit during his great feast? 

7. What strange phenomenon dis- 
turbed the king’s revelries? 

8. How were the walls of Belshaz- 
zar’s palace finished, which affected the 
legibility of the writing? 

9. How did Daniel react to the king’s 
offers of great rewards? 

10. How did Belshazzar’s end come? 


(Answers on page 692) 
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words were simply, numbered, shekel, 
divided. As these words appeared on 
the wall they made no sense. It was 
evident that some mystical meaning 
was attached to them. But none of 
the Chaldean magi could reveal that 
mystical sense. It was then that Dan- 
iel was recalled to solve the puzzle. 
This man, taught of the “Holy Spirit, 
immediately recognized God’s message 
to the proud, boastful, blasphemous 
king. 

The word “numbered” meant that 
the days of his kingship were com- 
pleted. “Shekel,” the standard weight 
for silver, indicated that Belshazzar had 
been weighed and had not come up to 
standard. “Divided” told a double story, 
not only that Belshazzar’s kingdom was 
being wrested from him, but that two 
contemporary forces would share the 
spoil, the Medes and the Persians, with 
the Persians in the ascendancy. 

How remarkable that the youth of 
royal blood from Judah should live to 
pronounce this doom upon the Chaldean 
power which had brought Judah and 
the House of David into bondage! God’s 
judgments may linger, but they are 
sure; and when men think themselves 
most secure in their pride and their 
boasting, the judgment falls. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1, The blasphemous feast (Dan. 5:1-4) 

2. The frightening interruption (vs. 
5-9) 

3. The strong indictment (vs. 17-23) 

4. The stern judgment (vs. 24-28) 


Topics for Development 

The Problem of Darius. History points 
to Cyrus the Persian as the conqueror 
of Babylon, while the record in Daniel 
(5:31) seems to indicate that it was 
Darius the Mede. Is history right and 
the Bible wrong, or the Bible right 
and history wrong? Neither conclusion 
is necessary. While the problem is not 
yet completely solved, the answer seems 
to be in the direction of vindicating 
both history and the Bible. There can 
be little doubt that the taking of Baby- 
lon was part of the great conquest 
campaign of Cyrus, and that he was 
the supreme leader. But just as Na- 
bonidus put his son Belshazzar in com- 
mand at Babylon, with royal rank and 
prerogatives, it would seem that Cyrus 
appointed Darius to a like position, 
The reading of the A.S.V. points to 
this: “Darius the Mede received the 
kingdom” (v. 31). This would be a 
politically sound move on the part of 
Cyrus, for not only would it secure the 
support of the Medes but it would 
gratify the Babylonians themselves to 
have their own king rather than being 
simply absorbed into a foreign empire 
and ruled from a foreign city. 

Daniel and the Kings. We read of 
Daniel standing before three kings— 
Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, and Da- 
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rius. It is interesting to observe his 
attitude in each case. He seems to have 
had sincere regard for Nebuchadnez- 
zar, and an appreciation of his great- 
ness, while dealing very faithfully with 
him. Although a mighty conqueror 
and an absolute monarch, Nebuchad- 
nezzar had been a benefactor to Daniel, 
and he was not ungrateful. Besides, 
there was a progressive response on 
the king’s part to Daniel’s witness to 
Jehovah, leading up to his great state- 
ment in Daniel 4:37. 

With Belshazzar it was different. He 
was quite unworthy of his high posi- 
tion, and used it simply to indulge him- 
self in pleasure. He had nothing of 
the strength and nobility of his great 
ancestor. This did not pass unnoticed 
by Daniel, and in the day that he stood 
before this craven king, he frankly 


drew the contrast between the two,. 


fearlessly denounced Belshazzar’s sin, 
and scorned his promised rewards, 

The relationship with Darius was still 
different. Here was a king who rec- 
ognized the worth of Daniel although 
he was now an old man, but was 
tricked into condemning him to the den 
of lions. The anxiety of the king over 
Daniel is pathetic, but Daniel harbors 
no rancor, and treats the king with the 
utmost respect. 


Practical Applications 

Once a man drinks the wine of self- 
importance, he is so intoxicated that 
he will even defy the Almighty. 

Desecration, blasphemy, and defiance 
cannot escape the sore judgments of 
God. 

While ignorance is not accepted as an 
excuse, yet sin is intensified when it. is 
committed in the face of light. See 
Luke 12:47, 48, 

As Daniel had no regard for the re- 
wards of a king who was about to be 
destroyed, so we should have no re- 
gard for the rewards of a world which 
is perishing. 

The messenger of God must be no 
respecter of persons, but speak God’s 
truth to peasant and king alike. 


Golden Text 

Eph. 6:10.—“. be strong in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might.” 
It takes the strength of the Lord to 
stand before rulers and fearlessly pro- 
claim the message of the Lord. But 
royal threats on the one hand or royal 
promises on the other are no reason 
for diluting the message. We represent 
the “only Potentate,” and have neither 
cause nor right to fear. 


ELMuursT, ILL, 
+ 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, for 
its readers; and for God’s blessing on 
the contents of the paper. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTeD HYMNS 

“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 

“Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 

“Saviour, While My Heart Is Tender” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, from whom nothing is hid, 
and to whom all hearts are open, 
cleanse our hearts and free our lives 
from all that is wrong in Thy holy 
sight. Help us to hate every evil way 
and to hold to that which is good. For- 
give us that we so often go astray from 
the right path, and help us to be 
prayerful and careful to walk in Thy 
way. Use this lesson to make us wise 
in living by the light of Thy truth. 
Prosper the Gospel cause in this and 
all lands. Purify and strengthen the 
Christian Church and use Thy people 
to call sinners to repentance and win 
many to Christ. Bless us to our un- 
saved friends and loved ones in stir- 
ring them to seek Thee. Help all who 
are in trouble to learn any lessons 
Thou art teaching them, and to trust 
Thee for help and deliverance in Thy 
way and time. Go with us through 
this new week to guide and guard us 
moment by moment, for our Saviour's 
sake. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Notice two things 
that stand out in the story of Belshaz- 
zar and Daniel. First, what we are is 
exactly known to God, Balances are 
for getting exact weight. Daniel told 
Belshazzar, “Thou art weighed in the 
balances, and art found wanting.” God 


BETTER 


knew exactly what Belshazzar was in 
life and character. He saw him lack- 
ing things necessary to sound, good 
character. He lacked right attitudes to 
God and to men, lacked a right life 
purpose, and lacked in right conduct. 
All this was exactly known to God, 
who also knows exactly what we are 
in character and conduct. We, too, are 
weighed in God’s balances. Does He 
find us wanting? 

The other thing to note is this: What 
we are will be judged by what we 
could and should have been. The strik- 
ing story of his grandfather, the great 
Nebuchadnezzar, was known to Bel- 
shazzar. He knew of God’s goodness 
to him: He knew, too, of the pride of 
the mighty ruler, of the way God pun- 
ished that pride, and of the king’s re- 
pentance and God’s merciful restoration 
of Nebuchadnezzar. But, knowing all 
this, Belshazzar did not lay it to heart 
nor let it turn him to the living God. 
The lessons of God’s dealings with his 
grandfather were clear; and in their 
light Belshazzar could have been a 
wise, humble, godly, and righteous 
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ruler, but he was not. He failed to 
act on the truth he knew, and God 
found him wanting in much He had a 
right to expect in this ruler. 

And God has a right to expect in us 
the sort of life our knowledge of His 
Law and His Gospel should produce in 
us. We are not ignorant heathen. We 
have Christian light and truth, and God 
will judge what we are by what we 
could and should be with the light and 
truth we have. Be sure the truth you 
know controls the way you live. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Belshazzar . . . made a great feast 

. and drank wine .. .” (Dan, 5:1).— 
There are four great feasts mentioned 
in the Scriptures. Abraham made one 
when Isaac was weaned (Gen, 21:8). 
King Ahasuerus made one when Esther 
was crowned queen of the Persian Em- 
pire (Esther 2:18). And Levi made one 
after his conversion, to which he in- 
vited a great company of publicans and 
sinners, to meet the Lord (Luke 5:29). 
But the great feast mentioned in our 
lesson, from all that can be gathered 
in the chapter, seems to have been 
definitely planned as an orgy—a wild, 
drunken revel! 

Invariably something tragic happens 
at such a great feast. It is written of 
Diogenes that when he met a certain 
young man going to a feast, he turned 
him around and escorted him home to 
his friends, as one who was running 
into imminent danger. 

“O ... that men should- put an en- 
emy in their mouths to steal away their 
brains! that we should with joy, pleas- 
ance, revel, and applause, transform 
ourselves into beasts!” (Shakespeare.) 

“Beware of drunkenness,” said 
Quarles, “l¢st all good men beware of 
thee; where drunkenness reigns, there 
reason is an exile, virtue a stranger, 
God an enemy, blasphemy is wit, oaths 
are rhetoric, and+secrets are proclama- 
tions.” 

“In the same hour . . . the king saw 
the part of the hand that wrote” (Dan. 
5:5).—We know from the message Dan- 
iel gave to Belshazzar on this occasion, 
that this king had seen strange sights 
during his life. He saw his grand- 
father, Nebuchadnezzar, deposed from 
his kingly throne through pride. He 
saw him driven from the sons of men, 
and his heart made like the beasts. He 
saw him dwelling with the wild asses. 
They fed him with grass like oxen. 
His hairs were grown like eagles’ 
feathers, and his nails like birds’ claws. 

These sights did not have a sobering 
effect upon Belshazzar; but as soon as 
he saw the part of the hand that wrote 
on the wall, “the king’s countenance 











ths 


Lesson for September 22 


was changed, and his thoughts trou- 
bled him, so that the joints of his loins 
were loosed, and his knees smote one 
against another.” And he screamed 
for his wise men to come and read the 
writing—which they were utterly un- 
able to do. 

The world still has its astrologers, 
soothsayers, spiritists, and the like, 
but the Lord has informed us that all 
who do such things are “an abomina- 
tion” to Him (Deut. 18:10-12). We can 
only imagine how it must make the 
Lord feel when multitudes of per- 
plexed people consult those who are 
an abomination to Him, about their 
problems, .- 

Satan is behind that entire system; 
hence mediums and others can answer 
certain questions, name names, and 
even impersonate the dead. But they 
cannot be of the least help to a seeker 
after God, 

A. T. Schofield, M.D., mentions a 
medium that received responses, while 
using the planchette (Ouija board), 
from a spirit who would not give its 
name. She said, “If you can’t write 
your name, make a cross.” The utter- 
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_By Wade C. Smith 
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ance of the word “cross” seemed to 
send the spirit into an uncontrollable 
fury, and the planchette was violently 
Swept away from the hands upon it. 
The medium put the board back and 
again said, “Make a cross.” It wrote 
on the paper in extraordinarily large 
letters, “No, no, no!” “Make a cross or 
go,” she replied. Then it wrote “Curse 
you,” and left. (“Spiritism in Bible 
Light,” by R. B. Jones. (Possibly out 
of print now.) 

Dr. Schofield vou¢hes that the story 
is authentic. It clearly needs no com- 
ment. The spirits of the seance are 
enemies of the cross of Christ! 


“Then was Daniel brought in before 
the king . . .” (Dan, 5:13).—It appears 
that the queen did not enter the ban- 
quet room until after the king cried 
aloud for help and failed to receive it 
from his wise men. She then informed 
the king of Daniel’s ability to. “shew 
the interpretation.” 

Daniel was not at that orgy. He had 
to be brought in. His steadfastness in 
crises lay in his separation from all the 
evils in that kingdom, 

“Be ye separate” (2 Cor. 6:17) is the 
divine exhortation to believers today. 
The Lord would have us separated 
from evil and error, and in condition 
to-be used of Him in blessing to saved 
and unsaved people. 

“.. . thou art weighed . . . and art 
found wanting” (Dan. 5:27).—Daniel 
did not hesitate to speak plainly to the 
king. He told him exactly what the 
message said and meant. 

He was not like a French court 
preacher, of whom I recently read. He 
had just said, “We shall all die,” when 
he noticed that the king was listening. 
Immediately he changed the words to 
“almost all”! 

Present-day preachers and teachers 
should not fail to tel] the unsaved that 
they have been found wanting and that 
they will remain so, until they place 
their faith in the Lord Jesus, 

Wawona, CALIF. 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, generally speaking, 

people are divided into two distinct 
classes. Daniel represents one class 
and Belshazzar represents another. 
Daniel was a loyal servant of God and 
lived a triumphant life. Belshazzar 
lived for selfish pleasure and came sud- 
denly to an early and ignoble death. 
The meaning of his name was “Bel 
protect the king.” Bel (also named 
Merodach) was the sun god of the 
Babylonians. But Bel was of little use 
to the king on the night that the mys- 
terious hand appeared and wrote 
TEKEL on the wall of the banquet hall. 
That was the fatal word, .and when 
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A Christmas Gift 
in September 


The Jewish year 5718 begins 
this year, 1957, on September 26. 
That day is known as Rosh Ha- 
shana. If you wish to know more 
about it and other Jewish Holy 
Days send for our 


JEWISH ART CALENDAR 


a beautiful piece of work, contain- 
ing twelve celored pictures of 
Biblical and Jewish settings, and 
showing parallels of the Jewish and 
Christian calendars day by day. 
All the Jewish feasts and fasts and 
many other Jewish observations are 
explained in detail. This is a gold 
mine for the Bible student and for 
the Bible class teacher. If you have 
never seen one of these calendars 
you can anticipate a rich treat. 


OUR OFFER 


We are interested in having you 
read our magazine, The Chosen 
People, published September 
through June at the subscription 
rate of $1 per year. The Jewish 
Art Calendar is sent as a gift each 
September to all who receive our 
Chosen People magazine. Send your 
subscription in now and receive the 
calendar free of charge. Orders 
for the calendar alone will be filled 
at fifty cents each. 





AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 


236 West 72nd Street, Dept. 6 
New York 23, N. Y. 


Dear Friends: 


I enclose $1 for which please send me a year’s 
subscription to THe CHosen Peopte, including, 
free of charge, the Jewish Art Calendar. also 


d to enclose $............ for * 
oy mission work among the Jews. epee eee 


Name 


Address. 








Cit. casntmeanssece DOM eccaMtM8 << ocac 


Canadian Office: 39 King William Street, 
Hamilton, Ontario. 


a 
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SALUTE THY SOUL 
Clarence E. Macartney 


In this volume ee 


of 13 sermons, Clarence | 
Dr. Macartney Macartney 
delves with dex- 
terity into some 
of the deepest is- 
sues of Christian 
faith and life — 
the might of the 
Redeemer, the 
choices of the 
human soul, the power of God’s ruler- 
ship over history, and the revelation 
of God in Christ. 


Salute 
rhy 


Soul 


These predominate themes, clear 
historical and literary references, and 
Scripture from the King James Version 
firmly bind these messages into a 
whole of Christian purpose and 
answer. $2 


GEORGE WHITEFIELD: 


Wayfaring Witness 
Stuart C. Henry 


Here is pre- 
sented a living 
picture of George 
Whitefield’s ex- 
tensive evangel- 
istic crusade in 
the churches, 
fields, and where- 
ever else he could 
preach, in Eng- 
landand America. 
In exploring the 
message of this famous 18th-century 
figure and why it had such great appeal, 
the author points out some of White- 
field’s beliefs — justification by faith, 
the new birth, indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit, and heaven and hell. 


All readers will be fascinated by this 
colorful account of a great preacher. 


Ready Sept. 9. $3.75 


At all bookstores 
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Daniel fearlessly told the king it meant 
for him, “Thou art weighed in the bal- 
ances, and art found wanting,” Bel- 
shazzar little dreamed he was doomed 
to death that very night. 

It was “Ladies’ Night.” All the king’s 
sweethearts were there, besides the 
“thousand of his lords.” Ofttimes the 
presence of the ladies seems to inspire 
a man to do something to show off— 
like Tom Sawyer turning handsprings 
when Becky Thatcher passed by. And 
if the ladies are not such as to com- 
mand respect, a fellow is apt to do 
something foolish—even wicked. Espe- 
cially so if wine is flowing—and it was 
surely flowing that night in the banquet 
hall at Babylon! So the young king 
was not satisfied with the usual toasts 
to Merodach; the supreme Babylonian 
god, in the royal drinking vessels; but, 
as an extra caper, he must send for the 
sacred golden and silver vessels which 
his grandfather, Nebuchadnezzar, had 
stripped from the Temple in Jerusa- 
lem, and have all the company drink 


to the gods of gold and silver and brass, 


and iron and wood and stone in them. 
He would show them just how little 
he cared for the God of Israel. 

Now, fellows, here is a strange thing. 
Surely Belshazzar was not ignorant of 
what had happened only a few years 
before to Nebuchadnezzar who had de- 
fied this same God of Israel; how 
utterly he was cast down. Read the 
story in the third and fourth chapters 
of Daniel, and do not fail to note the 
closing words of the humiliated but en- 
lightened king: “Now I Nebuchadnez- 
zar praise and extol and honour the 
king of heaven, all whose works are 
truth, and his ways judgment: and 
those that walk in pride he is able to 
abase.” These things were on record. 
The queen remembered them; why not 
the king? Can one imagine such folly? 
On he went to his own destruction. 

And the hand appeared—that just 
but terrible hand—and wrote TEKEL. 
“Thou art weighed in the balances, and 
art found wanting.” We are not think- 
ing so much about Daniel as we are 
considering the man who was weighed 
and found wanting, the man who need 
not have been found wanting if he had 
had sense enough to stop and think a mo- 
ment, if he had been wise enough to 
profit by the lesson his grandfather had 
learned and had spread upon the court 
records. 

Let us get our lesson out.of this from 
Belshazzar, for we are apt to make the 
same mistake he made. We may fail 
to profit by the dearly bought experi- 
ence of our fathers. A king should 
weigh a lot, you would say; and that 
is true. And you should weigh a lot. 
God has given you the means of add- 
ing weight every day, and strength of 
muscle and mind and spirit! If you 
were put into the balances just now, 
how would you be found—weighing or 
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wanting? Ask yourself the question 
and answer it in the light of God’s 
clear Word; answer it in the light of 
His gifts to you; answer it in the light 
of what you know you ought to be. 

Daniel weighed in with God; Daniel 
kept close to God through prayer and 
through an uncompromising stand 
against everything that would impair 
his usefulness to God. And God could 
use him. God did use him mightily. 
He was not found wanting. 

Beware the Belshazzar way. Dare to 
be a Daniel, 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girl 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY we copy the Tenth Command- 

ment on the paper which represents 
the second stone tablet, “Man’s Duty 
to His Fellow Man.” When you finish 
copying, study it silently. We will see 
how many can have it copied and 
learned in five minutes! Good. Let us 
review the Ten Commandments every 
day this week, so that we can say them 
next Sunday, without looking at our 
papers, 

Our lesson this morning is about 
Daniel. I do not know of anyone in 
the Bible who obeyed God’s command- 
ments more carefully—except our Lord, 
who kept them perfectly. 

Daniel was a prince of Judah. He 
was carried captive to Babylon when 
about the same age as some of you. 
Read Daniel 1:3-6 to see how that hap- 
pened. So we know Daniel was chosen 
for King Nebuchadnezzar’s palace be- 
cause he was handsome and clever. 
But so were all the boys that were 
taken with him. How did it happen 
that Daniel became the greatest? Read 
verses 8, 9. Here we learn that he 
“purposed in his heart” to honor the 
true God, to whom he belonged. God 
gave his Babylonian master tender love 
for him. Otherwise he would not have 
cared for a Jewish captive. But there 
is no doubt that young Daniel was 
pleasant and polite, as well as truthful. 

Because of their determination to 
please the Lord, Daniel and his friends 
chose to eat plain, coarse food at each 
meal every day of their lives, giving 
up all the fancy foods served at the 
king’s table. They realized that eat- 
ing the king’s food would identify them 
with the idolatry of Babylon. 

God honored these four boys by mak- 
ing them ten times wiser than all the 
rest of the talented young fellows in 
the king’s school, 

One night King Nebuchadnezzar had 
a dream which troubled him, but in 
the morning he could not remember it. 
He sent for the wise men of Babylon 
and insisted that they tell him what his 
dream was and then explain the mean- 
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ing of it. As none of them could do 
this, he commanded that they all be 
slain. When Daniel heard this, he 
asked the captain of the soldiers to tel! 
King Nebuchadnezzar that if he would 
allow him time, he would tell him 
what he had dreamed and the meaning 
of his dream. Daniei then told his 
friends, and these four young men 
united in prayer that God would reveal 
the dream to Daniel, 

Their prayers were answered. Soon 
Daniel stood before the king and told 
him his forgotten dream and its inter- 
pretation. From this one interview 
with the king we learn that Daniel 
was humble (he told the king it was 
God who had revealed the dream, in- 
stead of taking credit to himself), fear- 
less (he dared to speak freely of God 
in idolatrous Babylon), kindly (he 
asked that the lives of the wise men of 
Babylon be spared), and loyal to his 
friends (he asked that they might be 
promoted, instead of asking something 
for himself). 

The next king mentioned by Daniel 
was Belshazzar. He was not a great 
man like Nebuchadnezzar but he was 
very proud, Read in Daniel 5:1-6 about 
the drunken feast he gave his lords. 
He was wicked enough to use the gold 
and silver dishes from God’s Temple 
at Jerusalem for this feast in honor of 
the idols of Babylon. How quickly the 
great hall must have changed from 
boisterous revelry to fearsome silence 
as the guests watched the fingers of a 
man’s hand writing on the wall! The 
king was most alarmed of all, 

Read verses 13-17. When Daniel was 
brought before the panic-stricken rev- 
elers, he alone was calm and composed. 
First declining the king’s offer of re- 
ward, he said that he would read the 
mysterious writing and explain its 
meaning. 

Read verses 18-22 to see how fear- 
lessly Daniel now speaks to King Bel- 
shazzar, Let us finish reading the chap- 
ter. After Daniel gave God’s solemn 
message to the king, he allowed them 
to honor him, although he knew that 
their decorations would last for only 
a few hours, as the Medes and Per- 
sians were already entering the city 
to take it, 

Daniel 6 tells the well-known story 
of “The Lions’ Den.” What a wonder- 
ful man Daniel was! Living in the 
Babylonian palace, surrounded by idol- 
atry for seventy years, he kept separate 
from its sins. He lived a blameless life 
serving his God. In every emergency 
in the kingdom, it was to Daniel that 





During the next two quarters we will use 
the Scripture Catechism Card, “Conduct 


Toward Others,” 20c a dozen; the book, “The 
Enemy Guest,” 60c; and the accompanying 
Chorus Sheets, 50c a dozen. If all three 


helps are ordered together from V. D. Gun- 
derson, Ferndale, Wash., they may be had 
for $1, postpaid. 
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the leaders turned. And he always gave 
them God’s message humbly but fear- 
lessly. How was he able to do all this? 
Because he lived in daily fellowship 
with the Lord. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Courageous Captive (Dan. 1:3, 5, 8-15) 


AME the people in these pictures: 

An old man is giving advice to a 
judge about a better way to settle peo- 
ple’s quarrels. Two men are saying, 
“We can conquer the country with 
God’s help,” while ten others say, “We 
cannot.” Three hundred torches light 
up the night while the enemy kill one 
another in panic or run away. A prince 
is taking off his royal robe and giving 
it, along with. his sword and bow, to 
a dear friend. A king cries in sorrow 
as he hears the words of God’s Book. 
A king cuts up a book of God’s words. 
A priest is speaking for God in Baby- 
lon. 

Several years before Ezekiel and the 
ten thousand captive Jews arrived in 
Babylon, some of the princes and 
nobles’ sons had been taken there. Is 
it fun to leave home and friends and 
go to a new place to live where every- 
one is a stranger? Suppose Dad and 
Mother were not going. Suppose it 
was an enemy country. Suppose you 
could not speak or read the language. 
Picture Prince Daniel, about twelve 
years old. Though King Josiah had 
been killed when Daniel was about 
eight, maybe Daniel could remember 
his telling about finding the Book of 
the Law and about the promise of all 
the people to serve the Lord. Anyway, 
Daniel had made a promise in his own 
heart to serve the Lord always. He 
kept that promise. Through Daniel 
and his friends even heathen kings 
came to believe in the greatness of God. 
D iet for Daniel (Dan., chap. 1) 

A nswer to prayer (chap. 2) 

N ot afraid of Nebuchadnezzar (chap. 3) 
I nsane king (chap. 4) 

E nd of an evil king (chap. 5) 

L oyal to the Lord (chap. 6) 

Let us use the flannel board. (Scene 
1) King Nebuchadnezzar to Ashpenaz, 
chief officer of his palace: “Bring some 
of the boys from the royal and noble 
families of Israel. They must be good- 
looking, intelligent, well educated, and 
have the ability to become officers in 
my government. They are to be taught 
our language and literature, Give them 
the same food and wine that is served 
to me. They are to be trained for three 
years, and at the end of that time: they 
are to appear before me.” 

(Scene 2) In the dining-room. Dan- 
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SACRIFICIAL GIVING NEEDED 


Satan opposes—but God's work goes 
forward. The Bible Coach is now 
in operation on the frontiers between 
Brazil and Uruguay. Gospels of John 
distributed freely and souls sought for 
salvation. Upon the first trip 180 
homes visited where the Gospel had 
never before been heard. 
Rev. F. ¥. Dabold 
+ Director 


A Faith Work Founder 


Indigenous church and first Bible school in the 
country established. Hold up the hands of devoted 
native workers. Swell their'number with your 
prayers and gifts. 


Write for FREE news letter today 


EVANGELICAL MISSION TO URUGUAY, INC. 
BOX 70-T, FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 


FOR WELL-WRITTEN 
EVANGELICAL BOOKS 


dealing with every phase of the Christian life: doctrine, 
witnessing, intellectual problems, missions, al 
material, Bible study and prayer, ask at your bookstore 
for books by Inrer-Varstry Press, or write for catalog. 

INTER-VARSITY PRESS 
1519 North Astor Dept. ST 
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THIS AD WORTH 


$1.00 


on a 1-year subscription 
to 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
“America’s Foremost Revival Weekly” 


Regular price $2.50 
($3.00 in Canada and 
foreign countries) 


Edited by Evangelist, Author 
DR. JOHN R. RICE 


Subscribe now! For this ad, plus $1.50 
($2.00 outside U.S.A.) you'll receive 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD each week 
for a full year. 


Try it! Three sermons a week by 
outstanding soul-winners of today 
and the past; answers to Bible 
questions, reports on great revivals; 
youth helps. Wins souls, fires 
Christians, helps pastors. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Wheaton, Ill. ST 


I enclose » -50 and your ad worth $1.00. 
Please send me the SWORD for 1 year. 


Name 
Address 











(Add 50c outside U.S.A.) 
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For a better understanding 
of the Scriptures 


SEE THE HOLY LAND 
IN YOUR OWN LIVINGROOM 


Twelve vivid color series on the lands of the 
Bible. Photographed by G. Eric Matson, former 
contributor to the National Geographic 


Magazine, who spent over 50 years in the - 


Near East. Each series is supplied with a free 
manual providing background on every pic- 
ture, as well as quotations from the Bi le. 
@ THE LIFE OF OUR LORD 


= 





Historical sites and scenes in the 
Gospel Story, including Bethlehem, 
Nazareth, the River Jordan, and 
Jerusalem. 


52 pictures: Slide Set.:..... $13.00 


Filmstrip. ...... 7.00 
@ THE TWENTY-THIRD PSALM Slide Set. .. .$3.50 
(14 pictures) Filmstrip. ... 3.50 
@ BIBLE PROPHECIES Slide Set... .$7.50 
(30 pictures) Filmstrip. ... 6.00 
@ BLUE GALILEE Slide Set... .$3.25 
Life of its fishermen and scenes Filmstrip.... 3.00 

on its shores. (13 pictures) 
@ WILD FLOWERS OF PALESTINE Slide Set... .$3.75 
(15 pictures) Filmstrip. ... 3.00 
@ PETRA (20 pictures) Slide Set... .$5.00 
Filmstrip. ... 4.00 


@ BETHLEHEM JUDA 


Scenes of the first Christmas, includ- 
ing views of Bethlehem, the Shep- 
herds’ Fields, and the Church of the 
Nativity. (10 slides) 


Slide Set......sesscceesesees $2.50 





@ THE UNIQUE GEOGRAPHIC SETTING OF PALESTINE 
A survey of the geographic features of the Holy Land thru 
the eye of the camera. (50 slides) Slide Set... .$12.50 


@ RUTH THE MOABITESS (35 slides) Slide Set... .$8.75 


@ BABYLON (12 slides) Slide Set... .$3.00 
@ PROGRESS IN PALESTINE Slide Set. . .$25.00 
(100 slides) 
@ LIFE OF JESUS OF NAZARETH ' 
49 famous paintings by Wm. Hole Slide Set. . .$12.25 


SAVE $20.00! Purchase all twelve slide sets above (400 slid 
ED OOP GUD. oc. as <oncieddescebeteinaguce $80.00 


Write for latest ov listing 700 different slides 
of Bible Lands. 


Special Offer: Purchase $15.00 or more of slide sets or 
filmstrips, and receive the BETHLEHEM 
JUDA set with manval, FREE. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED: If you are not fully 
satisfied with your purchase, your money will be refunded 
promptly. 
Send check or money order to: 
THE MATSON PHOTO SERVICE 
1282 So. Highland Ave., Los Angeles 19, Calif. 


Watson Color Slides 
and 


OF BIBLE LANDS 
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iel, accompanied by his three Jewish 
friends, to Ashpenaz: “Please excuse 
me from eating this food and wine. It 
is not right for me to eat them because 
of my religion.” Ashpenaz: “I am 
afraid of my master, the king. He is 
the one who ordered your food and 
your drink, Why should he see you 
looking less fit than the other boys in 
your group? You might make me lose 
my head!” Daniel to the officer in 
charge of the four Jewish boys: “Please 
try us for ten days. Have them give 
us vegetables to eat and water to drink. 
Then look at us and at the boys who 
ate the king’s food and wine, and treat 
us according to what you see.” Officer: 
“All right! For ten days!” At the end 
of ten days. Officer, surrounded by 
other boys, to Daniel and his three 
friends: “Why! you look better and 
have put on more weight than the boys 


who ate the king’s food!” To the serv- / 


ants: “No more rich food and wine for 
these boys. Give them vegetables and 
water.” 


(Scene 3) Nebuchadnezzar to Daniel 
and the three boys brought in by Ash- 
penaz: “You have answered my ques- 
tions the best of all the boys. You are 
promoted to be courtiers of the king 
and to stand here about my throne.” 
So Daniel, the courageous captive, be- 
came a noble in a foreign land! 

Applications: rich food, excessive 
candy and sodas, cigarettes, beer, keep- 
ing home rules among those who do dif- 
ferently, courtesy, study. Memory 
Verse: “We ought to obey God rather 
than men” (Acts 5:29). 

Orono, MAINE. 

w 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
She Knew the Lord Would Under- 

take.—Finally, my brethren, be strong 
in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might (Eph. 6:10, Golden Text). Some 
years ago in a small town the only mill 
was threatened with closing down. 
Most of the employees were church 
members, and for weeks gloom had 
hung like a blanket over the town. On 
the office staff was a middle-aged lady 
named Miss Jones, who, of all the em- 
ployees, seemed to be at peace. To most 
of the other employees this lady was 
just a quiet, religious person, but to 
the few who knew her best Miss Jones 
walked with the Lord, and she kept 
telling them that she believed either 
God would intervene, and the mill 
would keep going, or else a new mill 
would start up. She said, “I know God 
will undertake,” and He did. Later, 
the mill president said of Miss Jones, 
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“That woman did more fo put heart 
into me than anyone else. Anyone 
who can keep calm and firm in such 
worried times must know God in real- 
ity."—As told by a friend. Sent by 
Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, Can. Prize 
illustration, 


A Qualified Rating.—Belshazzar the 
king made a great feast to a thousand 
of his lords, and drank wine before the 
thousand (Dan. 5:1). A number of 
years ago, a certain firm of four men 
in Boston were rated as A-l. They 
were prosperous, young, and prompt in 
meeting their obligations. One of them 
had the curiosity to see how they were 
rated and found these facts in Dunn’s, 
and was Satisfied. But at the end these 
words were added: “But they all 
drink.” He thought it a good joke at 
the time, but a few years later two of 
them were dead, another was a drunk- 
ard, and the fourth was poor and living 
partly on charity. That one little note 
at the end of their rating was the most 
important and significant of all the 
facts collected and embodied in their 
description. — From King’s Business. 
Sent by Mrs, Clarence Jones, Otego, 
| ie 


No Other Master in the Pulpit.—I 
will read the writing unto the king, 
and make known to him the interpre- 
tation (Dan. 5:17). Bourdaloue was 
the court preacher of Louis XIV. Wish- 
ing to rebuke the king for his profligate 
life, he drew in general terms a pic- 
ture of a great sinner and the doom 
upon such a transgressor, hoping that 
the king would recognize the portrait. 
But perceiving that the pleasure-loving 
monarch was undisturbed, Bourdaloue 
suddenly cried out in a voice of thun- 
der, as Nathan had once done to King 
David, “Thou art the man!” (2 Sam. 
12:7.) Afterward he said to the startled 
monarch, “Your Majesty must not be 
angry, for in the pulpit I have no other 
master than the King of kings.”—From 
Macartney’s Illustrations, Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


A Simple Epitaph—And thou 

O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine 
heart (Dan, 5:22), Of all the memorials 
in Westminster Abbey, there is not one 
that gives a nobler thought than that 
inscribed on the monument to Lord 
Lawrence—simply his name, with the 
date of his death, and these words, “He 
feared man so little, because he feared 
God so much.”—From the Christian 
Herald: Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng. 


Last Chance.—Then was the part of 
the hand sent from him; and this writ- 
ing was written (Dan. 5:24), There is a 
line and a time in human experience 
when the point of salvation is passed 
and doom is sealed. On a dangerous 
part of the Scottish coast this notice was 
erected: “If you pass this spot you lose 
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mobilizing men, machines and ma- 
terials in an all-out effort to get the 
. Gospel message to the millions of 
people in Southern Africa. 

PTL has been given official per- 
mission to preach the Gospel and dis- 
tribute Scriptures in all the Bantu 
schools, “locations” and compounds 
of South Africa. 


MEN -MACHINES- MESSAGE- 


The Pocket Testament League is 





mmm The Pocket Testament League Gospel Teams 
mmm Trucks equipped with high power public address systems 
mmm The cooperation of mission boards and missionaries 


mmm The help of national pastors and workers 


YOUR PRAYERS AND GIFTS WILL MAKE THIS ONE OF OUR 
LARGEST AND MOST IMPORTANT CAMPAIGNS TO DATE. 
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your last chance of escape.” A traveler 
was ignoring this, and a man climbed 
partly down the cliff to warn him, say- 
ing: “The tides are rising. They have 
already covered the road you have 
passed, and are near the foot of the 
cliffs before you. If you pass this spot 
you lose your last chance to escape; 
your only chance is to climb up here.” 
But his effort was in vain—nothing 
would deter the traveler, who thought 
he knew better, and passed on rapidly. 
At length he reached a spot where he 
found himself unable to proceed, and 
also that retreat was impossible. He 
was engulfed by the rising tide, a vic- 
tim of his foolhardiness.—From the 
Prophetic News, London. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


In Large Capitals—MENE, MENE, 
TEKEL, ‘-UPHARSIN (Dan. 5:25). In 
the King James Version of the English 
Bible, capital letters are used some- 
times for translations of the sacred 
name “Jehovah.” Capitals are also 
used for five inscriptions: 

1. The writing by the hand of God 
on the wall of Belshazzar’s 
palace (Dan, 5:25-28). 

2. The inscription on the cross (Matt. 
27:37; Mark 15:26; Luke 23:38; 
John 19:19), 


3. The inscription at Athens (Acts 
17:23), 

4. The inscription at Babylon (Rev. 
17:5). 


5. The name on the thigh of the con- 
quering Christ (Rev. 19:16). 
Each speaks of judgment: 
Upon Belshazzar’s rule—Weighed and 
found wanting. 
Upon the head of God’s Holy Son— 
Judgment of our sins. 
Of heathendom—Worship of the un- 
known god. 
Of the great apostasy — Babylon, 
Mother of Harlots. 
Of the armies of the Antichrist at 
Armageddon. 
—Abridged from Trinitarian Bible So- 
ciety Quarterly Record. Sent by Elisa- 
beth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Hollow Shells.—Thou art weighed in 
the balances, and art found wanting 
(Dan, 5:27). The great architect and 
builder of St. Paul’s Cathedral in Lon- 
don, we are told, ran short of funds 
during the*construction. What would 
he do about the great columns to hold 
up the roof of the cathedral? Make 
them hollow and fill them with rub- 
bish! The thousands who visited and 
worshiped there did not realize the 


great pillars were not solid.. However, 
time passed. The roof began to sag 
and men were aware that something 
was wrong. ‘The columns were not 
strong enough to bear the weight of the 
great roof. Investigation revealed the 
reason. Hollow shells, filled with rub- 
bish, could not carry weight. Many a 
life, which outwardly has looked so 
strong, has been found wanting in the 
day of crisis—From the Expositor. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


O YOU know anyone who is six- 

teen years old? ‘Yes, most all of 
you do. You probably feel that six- 
teen-year-olds are pretty grown-up. 
And so they are. Today’s lesson is 
about Daniel at a time when he was 
no older than sixteen, and perhaps even 
a few years younger. 

Daniel was Jewish. A dreadful thing 
had happened to him and to the others 
of God’s people. Many, many of them 
had not loved and served and wor- 
shiped the true and. living God of 
Heaven. Instead, they had made false, 
make-believe gods and worshiped them, 
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THEIR FATHER 
A LEPER! 


“Every day three little children, 
poor and in rags, run to the gate of 
the leper home in Athens, Greece, 
and plead with the gatekeeper to 
call their father so that they may 
talk with him,” writes a missionary 
of the American Mission to Greeks. 
“The shadow on their faces is soon 
replaced by radiant smiles as they 
see their dear father walk hastil 
toward the gate. ‘Daddy, when will 
you come back home?’ is the first 
question they ask. The poor father, 
Jeremiah Stamboulides, tries to 
hide his feelings as he assures his 
little ones that he will soon return. 
But this dream probably never will 
be realized. 

“This man is a faithful believer, 
bearing patiently the bitter trials 
that are his lot. ‘I would surely 
have cdmmitted suicide if I had not 
come to a knowledge of the Lord,’ 
he said. ‘Only His marvelous grace 
helps me to bear suffering without 
complaint.’ ” 

His wife and three little ones 
sometimes lack even their daily 
bread. Think of what this mother | 
feels as she sits down with her chil- 
dren to their meager meals, know- 
ing that “Daddy” is a leper and the 
future holds. nothing ‘better for 
them. Her tears and prayers flow 
together as she looks for help to 
the. only Source left her. Wor’t 
you open your heart of compassion 
toward these dear children by un- 
dertaking the support of one of 
them at $15 a month? To such 
families 22 lbs. of U.S. Surplus food 
can be provided with only $1 anda 
clothing package can be sent for 
only $6. “To visit the fatherless in 
their affliction” is a direct command 
of the Word of God. Here is your 
qty to obey it by sending a 

ift to the American Mission to 

reeks, Inc., Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, 
General Secretary, Dept. S, P.O. 
Box 423, New York 36, N. Y. (In Can- 
ada: 90 Duplex Avenue, Toronto 
7, Ontario.) 


Film on Greece Available 


MAN OF MACEDONIA, a profes- 
sionally produced documentary, 
30 minute, 16mm., color sound film 
may be secured from the offices of 
the American Mission to Greeks 
for showing at your church or 

oup. It will make Greece live 

efore you. It is the only color 
evangelical film con Paul’s ancient 
missionary land. Write for a book- 
ing Me _Sent out on a free-will 
offering basis. 














ie AMERICAN MISSION TO GREEKS, INC. 


P.O. BOX 423, NEW YORK 36, N. Y 


CANADA: 90 DUPLEX AVE., TORONTO 7, ONT 
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So. far had they turned from God that 
He had to punish them severely. He 
permitted another nation, Babylon, to 
fight against His people and take them 
home as prisoners of war. Do you 
think that the people of Babylon loved 
and served the true and living God? 
Indeed, they did not! They worshiped 
gods that were made by the hands of 
men. God often allows those who hate 
Him to be victorious over His own peo- 
ple. That is because God rules every- 
thing and everyone—even those who 
do not love Him. He uses others to 
work out His purposes. 

Daniel was among other young men 


- who were taken as prisoners to Baby- 


lon, That was a long, long way (about 
700 miles) from his home in Jerusa- 
lem. It may have taken as long as two 
months to make the journey. Oh, what 
sights the prisoners saw when they ar- 
rived! Babylon had huge palaces and 
temples, big homes, beautiful gardens, 
parks, and orchards. At their big sea- 
port, Danie] doubtless saw huge boats 
being loaded and unloaded. How ex- 
cited he must have been! 

Babylon was famous for having many 
people who were good students. They 
studied hard and became great scholars. 
In order that they might always have 
scholars, the people of Babylon kept 
choosing young men to study. Not only 
did they use boys of their own land, 
but they used boys and young men of 
the lands they had conquered. Im- 


.agine, therefore, Daniel’s surprise—and 


the surprise of some of his friends— 
when they learned that they had been 
chosen to live in the palace to learn 
some of the arts and sciences! That 
meant that they would be cared for by 
the king and they would eat the king’s 
food. Imagine such a great honor! 
Daniel and his friends would not be 
given only ordinary food—they were to 
have the king’s delicacies. That means 
that they were to have very special 
food, unusually nice things. 

Daniel was far away from home. From 
the honors that he had already received 
he knew that he would some day have 
an important position of privilege and 
power. Any young man, especially 
since he was a prisoner as Daniel was, 
would do everything he could to please 
the king so that he could be promoted 
to a high position. But he surprised 
everyone. When the man who was in 
charge of bringing him his food came 
to him, Daniel said: “I have decided 
in my heart not to eat any of the king’s 
dainties nor drink any of his wine. I 
do not believe it would please God if 
I ate and drank those things.” Daniel 
probably realized that the meat and 
wine and other things that were being 
brought to him had already been of- 
fered, in part at least, to the. false, 
make-believe gods of Babylon. For 
him, then, to eat and drink those foods 
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would indicate that he, too, worshiped 
the gods of Babylon. This he could 
not do, for he loved the true and liv- 
ing God, 

The man in charge of serving the 
foods liked Daniel. But he was afraid 
of the king. At first he insisted he 
would have to bring the foods to Dan- 
iel. Danie] declared, “Do me a favor. 
Try us out for ten days. Just bring us 
vegetables and water, nothing else. 
Then look at us and compare us with 
the others who eat the king’s food. 
Then decide what to do.” Imagine how 
the other students disliked Daniel! He 
was a foreigner to begin with, He was 
a prisoner of war. How they must have 
ridiculed him and made fun of him and 
his friends for refusing the king’s food! 
But it made no difference to Daniel. 
He wanted to please God. Ten days 
later when they examined him, do you 
know what they found? He and his 
friends looked better and were health- 
ier than all the rest! 

God always honors those who honor 
Him. 

LANCASTER, Pa. 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 685) 

1, Nebuchadnezzar (Dan, 1:1, 6, 7). 

2. Belshazzar, j 

3. His father, Nabonidus, made him 
coruler, ; 

4. The third (Dan. 8:1, 27). 

5. Three (see chaps. 2, 4, 5). 

6. He brought out the vessels taken 
from the Lord’s house in Jerusalem, 
and used them for drinking cups in his 
feast. 

7. The fingers of a hand wrote three 
words on the wall of the banquet hall. 

8. They were finished with a thin 
white plaster, which made the writing 
stand out clearly. 

9. He put little value upon them (v. 
17). 

10. He was slain when the Persians 
surprised and took the city that very 
night (vs, 30, 31). 

E._muurstT, ILL. 


Children at Home 


Jemi's Star Patient 
Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


HAT a pathetic sight those two 

poor children were standing out- 
side the gate of the Home of Happy 
Healing at Padnapur, India! Sister Mary 
looked at the boy who was about four- 
teen, so miserable and half starved, 
holding the hand of his little sister 
Prema. She, poor child, had been de- 
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formed from birth, and the dreaded 
disease of leprosy had disfigured her 
sadly. 

The Hospital Sister listened to the 
usual story: the children were orphams 
driven out of their distant village as 
“evil luck bringers.” If they had not 
met a kindly old woman on the road 
they’ would never have heard of the 
Home that cared for poof outcast chil- 
dren like themselves. After a medi- 
cal examination and after they were 
washed and fed, they were introduced 
to forty other boys and girls, most of 
whom were getting rapidly well and 
were happy and contented. 

Jemi and Prema were astonished at 
their kind welcome, and it was not long 
before they understood and responded 
to the love of the Heavenly Father so 
manifest in the lives of the staff. 

Jemi.was a very thoughtful boy and, 
as his health improved, he showed re- 
markable intelligence, especially in his 
great interest in medical things. He 
greatly delighted the Indian assistant 
doctor who was impressed with the 
eagerness of the boy to learn all he 
could about the treatment for leprosy, 
which is such a terrible scourge in the 
world. Poor little Prema was very dif- 
ferent from her clever brother. She 
was slow and awkward, moving about 
like a duck waddling from side to side. 
She did not improve much and was frail 
and weak. 

One of the older boys, Manglu, was 
quite a problem in the Home. His step- 
father had cruelly ill-treated him, and 
he had met with nothing but hardship 
and unkindness all his life. This had 
made him bitter and indifferent to 
everyone and everything. He was mean 
and lazy, and the only thing he seemed 
to like was to dress up and act. He 
was apt to make fun of others if they 
had any little deformity, and Jemi 
caught him one day imitating and ridi- 
culing Prema’s awkward movements in 
such a way as to make a group of chil- 
dren roar with laughter. 

Jemi’s hot temper flared up at once 
and he ran across the playground and 
gave Manglu a stinging blow. “You 
stop that!” he shouted. “You shall not 
make fun of my little sister!” 

And then the fight began. It was, 
however, cut short by a teacher who 
came out and separated the boys, 
marching them off to the Prayer Room. 

He spoke first to Jemi who had just 
been baptized: “I know, my boy, how 
you felt about your little sister; and 
you, Manglu, were most unkind and 
Mean to make fun of a little cripple 
girl; but you were both wrong and we 
cannot have quarrels here, for we are 
all one family trying to follow our Lord 
and Master in all things. Both of you 
must forgive and forget; and, above 
all, let us together ask God’s forgive- 
ness.” 

Jemi, however, was still so angry that 
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with a look of scorn he bolted out of 
the room and from that day onward 
he refused to speak or have anything 
to do with Manglu. This continued for 
many weeks, and as Jemi was popular 
with a lot of the boys they formed 
themselves into a team to shun Manglu 
and never speak or notice him at all. 
Manglu appeared not to care in the 
least, but his conduct continued to give 
those who were in charge of the Home 
considerable trouble in every possible 
way. 

After some time a severe epidemic of 
sickness broke out and many of the 
children were very ill. 

Prema, always so frail, was very sick, 
and it was fortunate that Jemi escaped, 
for he helped by looking after her dur- 
ing the night, and showed himself most 
capable. He nursed her so well that 
the doctor was very pleased, and one 
evening called him into his office. 

“Well, Jemi, I think we may make a 
right good doctor of you by and by. 
Dr. Jones tells me how keen you are, 
and it is something to win his praise 
and approval.” 

“Truly, Sahib, I am very glad, for I 
do want to learn to be a healer of the 
sick.” 

“That is good, Jemi, for our leprosy 
homes are crying out for doctors now. 
However, as Prema is so much better 
that she does not need your care now, 
I would be very glad for your help with 
another case as I feel I can fully trust 
you.” 

Jemi’s face shone. 
Sahib.” 

“Well, Jemi, it’s Manglu. He is very 
sick and weak and doesn’t seem to want 
to get better. The staff are all pretty 
tired out, and it would relieve my mind 
if you could help with him even for one 
night.” 

“Oh, not Manglu, Sahib! Anyone else, 
but nét him! I have not spoken to him 
since the day he made fun of my poor 
little sister.” 

“I know, Jemi; it was very un- 
kind and thoughtless of him, but if you 
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them the good news of their Messi . 
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language — Yiddish. 
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New York Bible Society in the world’s 
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are having a personal part in 
this work through the purchase 
of New York Bible Society 
ANNUITY AGREEMENTS, 
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and I are followers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, we must try to act as we be- 
lieve He would do. Manglu is as dear 
to His heart of love as we are, but the 
poor lad does not know or believe it. You 
and I must do everything we can to try 
to help him find the only One who can 
change him completely. Go now, and 
think it over; better still, pray about it; 
then give me your answer later.” 

The doctor rose rather wearily to 
make his hospital rounds, and Jemi 
went out to the little Prayer Room 
which he was glad to find empty. Fling- 
ing himself down on a seat he began 
murmuring to himself: “I can’t, and I 
just won’t! Manglu has been a nuisance 
in the Home ever since he came. He 
hasn’t changed a bit, and I really don’t 
think it would matter much if he didn’t 
get better.” Then, as Jemi sat there 
in the quietness of the little room, he 
suddenly noticed an illuminated motto 
on the opposite wall—‘“He loved me and 
gave Himself for me.” It seemed as if 
a voice spoke to him—‘“Jemi, will you 
follow Me?” After a real struggle in 
his heart, Jemi fell on his knees, and a 
little later the Doctor got the answer 
he so much wanted. 

“Thank God, Jemi! Now I can rest 
tonight feeling sure Manglu will be 
well cared for. If he recovers, he will 
certainly be your first success, and we'll 
call him your ‘star patient.’” 

When Jemi leaned over the half-un- 
conscious Manglu that night to give him 
a drink the boy’s heavy eyes opened 
and he gasped, “Jemi! It can’t be Jemi!” 

“Yes, it is. I have come to take care 
of you, and you must try. to help me 
to get you better.” 

Jemi’s smile seemed to give Manglu 
a sudden breath of life, and he whis- 
pered faintly, “Forgive.” 

“Oh, that’s all right. I did wrong, 
too, although I wouldn’t admit it before. 
Now you must go to sleep, for I want 
you to get well quickly and be my ‘star 
patient.’ ” 

Next morning Manglu was very much 
better, and in a short time he made a 
remarkable recovery. Best of all, he 
became a changed boy and everyone in 
the Home rejoiced that Manglu no 
longer gave them trouble. In the days 
that foltowed, the Doctor always called 
Manglu‘“Jemi’s star patient,” and the 
Sunday that he was baptized was in- 
deed a joy to the one who had by his 
forgiveness won him to his Saviour. 

WoRTHING, SUSSEX, ENG. 

* we 
But Three Prayed 
(Continued from page 682) 

a mother of five children, and expect- 
ing her sixth within a short time. The 
third is also a mother of five children. 
These three were indeed soldiers of the 
Cross. They were in ‘one accord, for 
they saw the great need of their beloved 
church and their pastor. 
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That night they knelt in a room at 
this church and poured out their hearts 
to God. When they parted that night 
they planned to come back again the 
following week to continue praying. 
That was several weeks ago and what 
has happened? Perhaps the words of 
one of the members, told as he put 
hig hand warmly in the pastor's, and, 
with a big smile on his face, said, “I 
really felt the power of the Holy Spirit 
here today.” 

We have seen men and women going 
forward to make known their desire to 
transfer their membership letters to 
this church. A few weeks ago there 
were tears ‘of joy in our eyes when, as 
an invitation hymn was sung, five 
young people came forward seeking 
the Lord Jesus. : 

Oh, it hasn’t been easy for these 
three to meet for prayer each. week, 
but they were and still are willing to 
pay the price. One, whose husband 
raised many objections, was overjoyed 
to see her husband join with the hus- 
band of another of these three in start- 
ing a men’s prayer meeting each Tues- 
day evening. 

ARLINGTON, VA. 

we 


Christian Books in Spanish 
Needed 


EADERS who have in their posses- 

sion, or know of, Spanish Bibles, 
Testaments, Gospels, and sound books 
on Christian. subjects—in good condi- 
tion—may be glad to know where they 
will be acceptable. Dr. R. H. Borkent, 
director of the Netherlands Gospel Cen- 
ter in Holland, has recently written to 
a friend in this country of the need for 
such literature, though he does not 
want tracts, papers, magazines. He 
writes: 


During many years you and other 
friends in the States and Canada have 
equipped us with tracts, etc., and sev- 
eral millions have been spread. 
Gradually we are seeing the harvest. 
Many .Roman Catholics have been con- 
verted. And now they are asking us 
for more substantial material, for 
Bibles and study books. Several con- 
verted people are anxious to be trained 
as colporteurs or evangelists that they 
can convert other people. Therefore 
for the present we are in-urgent need 
of Bibles and books (in Spanish and in 
English) rather than tracts, papers, 
magazines. There are Spanish 
churches in America; could you per- 
haps ask those churches to send their 
Spanish books? We are ready to pay 
the freight. 

The Netherlands Gospel Center is a 
nonprofit association. Those who have 
used Spanish hymnbooks, Bibles, and 
other Christian books to spare are re- 
quested to send them direct to Dr. R. H. 
Borkent, v. Boetzelaerlaan 116, Den 
Haag, Holland, 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








The “Visual Aids” Bible. Edited by 
John Stirling. (Wm. Collins Sons & Co., 
Ltd., New York 16; $3, cloth; $4.25, imi- 
tation leather.) As the title suggests, 
illustrations are one of the major fea- 
tures of this new edition of the Bible. 
There are more than 500 of them— 
black and white line drawings—scat- 
tered throughout the book depicting 
landscapes, city and village life, bduild- 
ings, trees, plants, flowers, fruits, ani- 
mals, birds, musical instruments, cos- 
tumes, and the like, inserted in the 
text where the particular article or 
place is mentioned. In addition there 
are more than 50 maps, some of them 
full-page, others simple, little route 
maps, that enable the reader to follow 
along with the text the journeys of the 
men and nations mentioned in God’s 
Word. Occasional time signals are used 
to suggest the dates of outstanding 
events, and, in the New Testament, 
little “mifestones” frequently indicate 
the distance of places from Jerusalem. 

The text of the King James Version 
is used throughout, unabridged, and 
without notes or comments. The text 
is printed in paragraph form without 
the usual divisions into verses. The 
numbering of the verses, however, is 
given in the margin. The poetical por- 
tions of the Word are printed in verse 
form. Two different sizes of type have 
been used, without implying any dif- 
ference in the value of the text. The 
larger type is used for the fhain stream 
of the Bible story, whereas detail pas- 
Sages giving genealogical lists, instruc- 
tions for the various offerings, building 
specifications, and the like, are printed 
in somewhat smaller but very Glear type. 
A sturdy Bible paper in the page size of 
7%x5\% inches has made it possible to 
keep the thickness of the volume to 1% 
inches, Two styles of binding are avail- 
able, the one a blue buckram with gold 
stamping and blue stained edges; the 
other is black, imitation leather, limp 
Style, flexible covers, with gold stamp- 
ing and red under gold edges. 


The Wonder of the Word. By Gwynn 
McLendon Day. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., Westwood, N. J., $2.50.) This book 
of unusual strength and beauty con- 
vincingly answers the sincere inquiry: 
“How do you know the Bible is true?” 
Meant especially for young people of 
college age, it is absorbingly interesting 
in its presentation of startling facts 
,itom many sources. It presents the 
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REDD HARPER’S own story 
I WALK THE GLORY ROAD 


REDD HARPER 
Introduction by ROY ROGERS 


From the giddy whirl of lavish Hollywood 
parties and the mad struggle for material 
success, Redd Harper came to accept Christ 
through the unique ministry of the Holly- 
wood Christian Group. In his Introduc- 
tion, Roy Rogers says, “The account of the 
emergence of this soul from darkness into 
light and Christian service should chal- 
lenge every reader.” /llustrated $2.50 
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Bible as a “Miracle of Survival,” and 
gives gripping incidents from real life 
that reveal its power to transform lives. 
The proof of “Fulfilled Prophecies” is 
absorbing and unanswerable. A beauti- 
ful chapter is “The Testimony of Prom- 
ises Fulfilled,” in which are many 
heart-stirring answers to believing 
prayer. Interesting is the chapter, “The 
Witness of Great Men,” quoting words 
about the Bible by more than seventy 
well-known persons, many of them of 
the present day. “The Evidence of Uni- 
versal Appeal” is a revealing portrait- 
ure of the love for the Bible by those 
all over the world who know it. That 
the. Bible is “The Source of America’s 
Greatness,” is clearly shown in another 
chapter full of rich historical data that 
every American should know. The 
pages abound in bright, warm, personal 
glimpses and incidents, many of them 
concerning well-known people of today 
as well as those of other years. There 


_is not a dull paragraph in the book. 


Affliction Worketh.. By Frieda J. 
Schneider, Litt.D. (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids °3, Mich., $2.) 
“Impossible!” shrieked the tortured 
nerves of the author, one of God's 
shut-ins, as His voice urged the publica- 
tion of this devotional-biography already 
ten years in the making. But when He 
ordains, He sustains, and the sacrifice 
was Offered. Having topped each of 
her twenty-four chapters with a Scrip- 
ture verse, Miss Schneider then cor- 
relates with it small paragraphs from 
her global correspondence, the whole be- 
ing interwoven with lessons learned from 
personal experience. Even her captions 
are unusual: “Heavenly Healing,” 
“Weeping Versus Laughing,” “Looking 
For the Lord’s Location,” and “Tem- 
pered Testimony”—to name a few. As 
for the content, one may gather some- 
thing of its richness from such quotes 
as these: “It is with patience as well 
as with push that we win our Cnhristian 
race of life.” “When God’s hour comes, 
the discipline of delay will have proved 
to have fortified our soul, vindicating 
His name as never before.” “No mat- 
ter what unpleasant and unwelcome ad- 
versity approaches us .. . it will carry 
some rich treasure for the development 
of our spiritual welfare.” These quot- 
able bits are astonishingly many. Miss 
Schneider is an active member of the 
Christian League for the Handicapped, 
her heart’s desire being to reach as 
many as possible of these unfortunate 
people. At the same time her publica- 
tions will touch also those who are 
body-sound but heart-handicapped by 
“sorrows and sins, doubts and fears, a 
howling wilderness.” 


Thoughts on Christian Sanctity. By 
H. C. G. Moule, D.D. (Moody Press; 
Chicago 10; $1.) Like an alabaster box 
of precious ointment is this little book. 
Its style is exquisite and its substance 


September 7, 1957 


rich and fragrant. Seven of its nine 
meditations were addresses delivered 
to the Cambridge University Church 
Society, and the well-known author sent 
them out in printed form “with en- 
tire submission of the contents to the 
authority of the Holy Scriptures.” -: Dr, 
Moule, Bishop of Durham, was princi- 
pal of Ridley Hall, and sometime Fel- 
low of Trinity College, Cambridge; a 
speaker for thirteen years at the Kes- 
wick Convention, an expert in Greek, 
and writer of many expository and de- 
votional works. 

These: very practical meditations are 
the kind that bring peace and comfort 
to the heart of a Christian who hun#s 
gers and thirsts after righteousness and 
show him how to live the life of faith, 
In “Self-Denial and the Daily Cross” 
Dr. Moule probes deeply, but the fol 
lowing chapter, “God Is Able,” is fu 
of encouragement and, one of the best 
addresses. The author presents Chris 
as the divine Master, Keeper, and 
Friend, the One who indwells the be- 
liever’s heart. He also discourses on 
“Motives and Means” and “Some Prac- 
tical Inferences.”’ His wise counsel i 
Scriptural, tenderly given, and ag 
though he himself were right in th 
arena with the rest of us. At the clos 
are several beautiful hymns, based on 
texts, by the Bishop and perhaps one 
by his son. 

Well bound and printed on good 
paper, and fitting the pocket, this fine 
little book makes a good traveli 
or bedside companion. It should b 
read slowly and prayerfully, and real 
earnest seekers will want to mark 
and reread it from time to time. 


Missionary Methods: St. Paul’s 
Ours? By Roland Allen. (Moody Press, 
Chicago 10; $2.50.) First published 
1912, this book has had a profound ef-) 
fect on the thinking of many mission-) 
ary leaders, and Moody Press is to be) 
congratulated on bringing out the firs 
American edition of the work. 
author was himself a missionary 
China for_a number of years. A ca 
ful study of Paul’s methods convinced 
him that here we have a pattern for 
missionary activity which the chu 
has largely overlooked, oftentimes with 
disastrous results. He feels that th 
whole process of world-wide evangel 
ization has been greatly retarded be 
cause missionaries have been so slov 
to turn the responsibilities of the wor 
over to the national believers, to th 
end that a truly indigenous chur 
might develop. 

Mr. Allen’s case is so carefully pre 
pared and so logically presented t 
it is very convincing. He begins b 
showing that the difference between th 
age in which Paul lived and our ow# 
and betweeh the apostle himself and 
is not enough to account for the gre 
contrast between his results and o 
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Mr. Allen then gives a careful picture 
of the conditions under which Paul 
worked, and a thorough summary of 
his ministry, touching on his miracles, 
his treatment of financial matters, and 
his message. The author further points 
out the great contrast between Paul’s 
training of converts and that which is 
often practiced today, and in like fash- 
ion deals with the relation of the apos- 
tle to the organized churches. His 
application of the basic apostolic prin- 
ciples to the missionary problem of to- 
day is both stimulating and practical. 

Altogether apart from the main thesis 
of the book, there are many emphases 
here which are worthy of careful study. 
Allen’s treatment of the nature of the 
unity of the Church is truly thought- 
provoking, and his analysis of the train- 
ing that Paul gave converts is most 
helpful. 

On occasion, the author seems almost 
to overstate his case, and not all his 
arguments are equally valid. But the 
reader will likely feel that here is a 
man who dared to come to grips with 
a great problem, and who has pointed 
us back to the Scriptures for its solu- 
tion. Mission boards still have much 
to learn from Allen, and while there has 
been some improvement in the condi- 
tions he decries, there is still a great 
deal to be gained by a careful study 
of his presentation, 


New Testament Introduction. By 
George A. Hadjiantoniou, Ph.D. (Moody 
Press, Chicago 10; $4.50.) The pastor of 

“the second Greek Evangelical Church of 
Athens has written a thoroughly con- 
servative introduction to the New Tes- 
tament that is both scholarly and heart- 
warming. In addition to the. general 
introduction to the whole New Testa- 
ment text and canon, there is a special 
introduction to each book of the New 
Testament. He defends the inerrancy 
of the original text, the acceptance of 
the Protestant canon, and a premillen- 
nial view of prophecy. As to particu- 
lar points, he presents the evidence for 
the Lucan authorship of Luke and Acts, 
argues for a second imprisonment of 
Paul after the close of Acts, and seems 
willing to leave the human authorship 
of Hebrews in doubt. He has written, 
it would seem, with the conservative 
reader in view. While he alludes to 
problems of Higher Criticism, he does 
not enter into the debate at any great 
length. We may hope that in later edi- 
tions’ he will enlarge his work to in- 
clude such an apologetic for the Scrip- 
tures. A helpful index and a useful 
bibliography appear at the end of the 
volume, 


All Ye That Labor. By Lester De- 
Koster. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50.) “Commu- 
nism is a religion, because no man can 
serve two masters, Christianity and 
Communism stand in conscious opposi- 
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tion to each other.” In 1,923 pages, 
Mr. DeKoster has penned a most 
comprehensive volume on the subject 
of Communism, in its opposition to 
Christianity, as it expresses itself in 
social relations. The writer is an evan- 
gelical. scholar with unusual ability to 
glean from many fields and to present 
his findings to the average layman. 
This book is an elaboration of a paper 
read before the Grand Rapids, Mich., 
chapter of the Calvin Alumni Associa- 
tion. 


Studies in 1 Corinthians. By M. R. 
DeHaan, M.D. (Zondervan Pub, House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.) Dr. De- 
Haan’s subtitle, “Messages on Practical 
Christian Living,” is an apt one, for cer- 
tainly one of the chief characteristics 
of his book is the way in which the 
teaching of this portion of the Word is 
brought to bear on the problems of 
everyday life. He insists, and rightly, 
that “the need for today is a practical 
faith which works in the lives of Chris- 
tians” (p. 3). The author has not at- 
tempted to provide a _ verse-by-verse 
commentary on this Epistle, but rather 
has chosen portions of the text as the 
basis for a simple, direct, challenging 
exposition. He does not avoid contro- 
versial issues, such as baptism and the 
gift of tongues, but faces them squarely, 
giving not only the teaching of this 
particular Epistle on the subject, but 
also summoning help from other parts 
of the Word in dealing with these prob- 
lems, He recognizes that Christians dif- 
fer on certain interpretations, as, for ex- 
ample, in the case of baptism; and while 
stating clearly his own position, he 
pleads that these differences need not 
be made a cause of division and strife 
among believers. Dr. DeHaan’s work 
is commendable, not only for the clarity 
of his teaching, but for the spirit of 
love for the Lord and concern for men 
that is so evident in his writing, It is 
clear that in his thinking, “truth is in 
order to goodness”; he wants men to 
understand 1 Corinthians in order that 
their lives may be pleasing unto the 
Lord, and thus a blessing to their fel- 
low men. 

we 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, September 22 


4. It Was Founded Upon a Rock 
(Matt. 7:24-29) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HIS fourth and last topic in the 
series, “Parables of Challenge,” 
focuses our attention on the Parable 
of the Two Foundations in Matthew 7. 
It comes at the close of the Sermon on 
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the Mount, and it is addressed to two 
groups of people—those who hear 
Christ’s teachings and put them into 
practice and those who hear and do 
not (v. 24). 

se 


The scene of the parable is evidently 
the hilly country of Galilee where, in 
summer, the streams are gentle and 
attractive with beds of easily worked 
alluvial deposit occurring frequently 
along the stream course. But, in win- 
ter and spring when the rains come, 
the streams become torrential furies, 
sweeping everything that is loose be- 
fore them. Perhaps some of us may 
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remember what occurred in Pennsyl- 
vania, not long ago, when a hurrieane 
brought heavy rainfall in the Pocono 
Mountain region, Camps that had stood 
for years on the flat areas near quiet 
streams were flooded and swept away 
by small streams that suddenly became 
raging torrents. 
se 

It should be noted that both the men 
in the parable had equally good build- 
ing material, and it would appear that 
each took reasonable care in construct- 
ing the houses that they built. Out- 
wardly, both houses probably appeared 
sturdy and strong. But there was one 
fatal difference. One builder took the 
trouble to sink his foundations down 
until he had them anchored on bed- 
rock. The other was satisfied to build 
on the more easily worked sand or 
loose soil. 

ve 

In fair weather the houses seemed 
equally good and desirable. But, when 
the storms came, the one stood firm 
while the other fell. Only that which 
was anchored to the rock endured. 


Among the crowds of those who fol- 
lowed the Lord wherever He went 
were some who were ready enough to 
call Him “Lord, Lord,” but were not 
willing to obey His teachings (v. 21). 
They even pointed to their own words 
and works as evidence of their right 
to a place in the Kingdom of Heaven 
about which the Lord taught (v. 22). 
But the Lord made plain to His dis- 
ciples that these men will not be rec- 
ognized as His own when the time 
comes for Him to set up His Kingdom. 


b 


To us today comes the solemn warn- 
ing that it is not our profession or our 
self-efforts that will stand the test when 
the floods of trouble or disaster come 
in life. Only union with the Rock, 
Christ Jesus, will avail in such times. 
God’s Word tells us that Christ is in- 
deed the rock foundation on which we 
must build. “Other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, which ®& 
Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 3:11). “Never- 
theless the foundation of God standeth 
sure” (2 Tim. 2:19). “Neither is there 
salvation in any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given among 
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men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 
4:12). 
+4 

Perhaps you have heard some people 
say that they are living by the stand- 
ard of the Golden Rule, and that they 
believe God will accept this as satis- 
factory. Or perhaps you have heard 
others say that surely a God of love 
will not punish eternally any of His 
creatures, and that therefore it is not 
necessary for them to believe in a Sav- 
iour. Many thousands today are fol- 
lowing blind leaders that teach that by 
doing good or that by loving others 
men may .eventually win eternal life. 
All of these theories are shifting sands 
of man’s philosophy upon which some 
are building with great care and with 
much hope. But they will crumble and 
be swept away when the test comes, . 

ve 


Notice that both builders in the 
parable suffered a time of testing. God 
does not promise a path of roses to 
those who will accept Christ and ear- 
nestly seek to follow and serve Him. 
He offers no exemptions from the 
storms of life. But He does promise 
grace for every trial and enabling for 
every difficulty, and He does promise 
to keep us in perfect peace if we will 
have our minds stayed on Him. All 
about us may be swept away but we 
shall not be moved (Psa, 16:8; 55:22; 
121:1-3). 

we 

Each of us is building day by day 
as we go through life. On what are 
you. building—on the Word of God or 
upon the sands of man’s philosophies 
or conjectures? 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Me 
For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth; D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 16 to 22 


Mon., Sept. 16.—Dan. 1:1-7. 
Daniel Taken to Babylon. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Daniel.” His 
removal to Babylon by Nebuchadnez- 
zar among the captives, at the probable 
age of twelve, he found was in the 
providence and gracious purposes of 
God. Changes of location, internuption 
of one’s course of life, and exposure 
to new temptations work out well for 
God-fearing people. Amidst grave prob- 
lems and perils Daniel found that the 
God of all grace was able to keep him 
from falling. Through his years in the 
city of his captivity, by God’s grace, 
he became of immense blessing there, 
and a bright and good example to 
young men all down the ages. Pray 
that the’ young men about you may 
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early come to know the Lord and to 
dare to be as Daniel and dare to stand 
up for God and piety. 


Tues., Sept. 17.—Dan. 1:8-20. 
_ Daniel's Temperate Living. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Daniel pur- 
posed in his heart that he would not 
defile himself with the portion of the 
king’s meat, nor with the wine which 
he drank.” He decided before God to 
avoid connection with idolatry and with 
intemperance. The principles and 
» practices of Daniel were deeply re- 
« ligious and definitely rational. He pur- 
posed to live as God would have him 
live. Practices, more than our profes- 
sions, show what we are. What holy 
a purposes move you in the Godward 
» direction? Pray for the youth in your 
church and community, and do what 
you can to help answer your prayers 

for them. 

Wed., Sept. 18.—Dan. 9:15-23. 

Daniel’s Prayer. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I set my face 
unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer 
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and supplications, with fasting, and 
sackcloth, and ashes: and I prayed unto 
the Lord my God.” The Spirit of God 
appears most clearly in Daniel when 
we find him at prayer. The spirit of 
prayer inspires prayer. Notice the ac- 
companiments of prayer in Daniel’s in- 
tercession: repentance, humiliation, 
confession, tears, self-denial, self-abase- 
ment, earnestness, praise, and petition. 
Note his postures and pleadings, Observe 
his hold upon God’s promises. Do your 
prayers get through to God? Pray for 
more of the spirit of prayer and for 
more. private and social times of need- 
ful prayer. 


Thurs., Sept. 19.—Daniel 2:36-45. 
Daniel Interprets a Dream. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “This is the 
dream; and we will tell the interpre- 
tation thereof before the king.” Daniel’s 
union with God became instantly ap- 
parent to King Nebuchadnezzar. None 
of the wise men of the realm could 
recover the king’s forgotten dream; but 
when Daniel related what God had re- 
vealed, the king knew that Daniel’s 
God did the miracle. Do the people 
with whom you mingle most know that 
you have dealings with God? Pray 
that you may be so in union and com- 
munion with the Lord that you can be 
a help in time of need to souls requir- 
ing spiritual assistance. 


Fri., Sept. 20.—Dan. 2:46-49. 
Daniel Honored. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The king made 
Daniel a great man, and gave him many 
great gifts, and made him ruler Over 
the whole province of Babylon.” God 
will honor all who honor Him. “Be- 
fore honour is humility” (Prov. 15: 
33; 18:12). Many seek honor one of 
another: but not the honor -which 
cometh from God. To all who “by pa- 
tient continuance in well doing seek 
for glory and honour and immortality, 
eternal life glory, honour, and 
peace, to every man that worketh good” 
is the rule with God (Rom. 2:7-10). 
Pray for more holy diligence in follow- 
ing that which God approves. 


Sat., Sept. 21—Dan. 7:9-14. 
Daniel’s Vision. 


PRAYER SuccEsTIons: “The Ancient of 
days did sit . . . the judgment was set, 
and the books were opened.” Do you 
have this same long-range vision as 
you read Daniel’s report? If the day 
of reckoning were more in mind we 
would be better and also do better 
work for the Lord. In this careless 
age we all need a clear vision of the 
future destiny of souls. Eternity is 
generally out of mind until we sink 
into it. Revival waits upon the dawn- 
ing of this amazing reality upon the 
people of God. Pray for greater aware- 
ness of the meaning of Christ’s words 
in Matthew 25:46. 
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Sun., Sept. 22.—Psa. 40:9-17. 
A Prayer for Help. 
PRAYER SvuccesTions: “Withhold not 
thou thy tender mercies from me, O 
Lord: let thy lovingkindness and thy 
truth continually preserve me.” The 
blessed Lord Jesus when on earth ex- 
posed Himself to all the woes known 
to mortals, and in every situation He 
left a promise of help to plead by those 
needing His divine help. He, too, in 
those days while on earth prayed with 
strong crying’ and tears (Heb. 5:7, 8) 
and was heard in that He trusted the 
Father, as He would have us do. Help 
comes from God by prayer. We must 
ask in order to receive. This is God's 
ordinance for us all. Pray for all 
Christian schools. 
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. 
volume of the Bible.”” Dr. Charles E. Fulfer: “I wish every 
preacher and teacher of the Word had a copy of this most usable 
and logical reference work."’ Dr. Harry Rimmer: “I feel that no 
student should be without this splendid aid to Bible study and 
instruction.”” Dr. Leander S. Keyser: “The New Chain Reference 
Bible is a treasure-house of useful information. Surely, this is the 


Find Knowledge. Bible that ought to be in every home.”’ Dr. F. M. McConnell: 

The New Chain Reference Bible is ‘Where’ to find the fullest “I firmly believe that a boy in the 7th grade can get more informa- 

Most x spiritual truths and to gain the most complete knowledge of the tion from this Bible in two days than a preacher can get from an 
me Bible in the easiest way. For the past two years I have used the ordinary Bible in a week. It is a whole library in itself.” Dr. 
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Bible the Bible. I believe it is the very best on the market today. | wish marvel of compressed value, and represents more than thirty years 
that every reader of the Bible and every student of the Bible had of most diligent study. It supplies helps, which together can be 

The Late Dr. Walter A. found nowhere else.” De. H. Framer Smith: “I find that it sur- 


a copy of this unusually helpful Bible.” 
Maier: “It has been a great help to me in my radio work, preach 
ing, literary and editorial activities. I recommend it highly to pas 
tors, teachers, students, and Bible readers." Dr. J. A. Huffman: 
“I have never seen so much splendid help crowded into a single 
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passes them all for real practical helps. To anyone desiring a better 
knowledge of the Scriptures I would say, examine this work before 
buying any other Bible."’ Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.: ‘! wish I could 
influence every Christian to purchase one of these Bibles.” 
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20. Golden Chapters of the Bible. 
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one’s Bible. 

29. Concordance. 

30. Atlas of 12 colored maps with index for quickly locat- 
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= to study the Constructive and Destructive Forces of 
fe, with the Bible verses printed out in full under such sub- 


Courage—Fear, eto. 

33. Life Studies, such as Business Life, Home Life, Devo- 
tional Life, The Surrendered Life, ete. 

34. Bible Stories for Children. A list of 56 stories to be 
read from the Bible itself. 
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Old and New Testaments 

46. Chart showing the History of the Apostles. 
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ohn. 
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jects as Faith—Unbelief, Love—Hatred 


in ma 

53. Map Showing Approximate Distances from Jerusalem 
to Various Historical Points. 

54. Chart Showing the Interior Arrangement of the Temple 
at Jerusalem 

55. Thirteen Special Iliustrated Maps Showing the Jour- 
neys of Jesus, Peter, Paul, and the Journeys of the Children 
of Israel from E gypt to Canaan. These are separate maps, 
mind you—not several crowded together on one page. 
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The Revised Version is given in the wide 
margin opposite the verses, wherever an ime 
portant difference in meaning occurs. 


Be Fair to Yourself! 


See this special Bible with its un- 
equaled practical helps before you 
buy any Bible—or _you may regret 


it as others have. Ask your pastor 

about it. No other Bible is so high- 

ly praised by so many renowned 
Bible Students. 
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a copy of the big illustrated book, “A New 
Bible for a New Day,” and fuil particulars 
concerning the Third Improved Edition of 











your New Chain Reference Bible. 
(0 Send your special terms to Representa- 
ves. 

Name. 

Address. 

City State 











